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READER, | 3 


entreated_- 


conſider your ſelves and accor 


you are Strangers to Chriſt & his Seo 
ving Grace; O& then it will he well 
fer you to think, if ſuch may be the 

of Gods dearly beloved, as is after de- 
clared, what then may you exp: at big 
hand, who have him for your enemy d, 
And if fo, you may be awakened & per: 
vaded to make haite & fly to the Re» 
wge ſet before you, it will thus tars to 
onr everlaſting advantage. Or | 
re gotten into Chriſt by a 


— 


ent entertained in his 


ve ; and then, you will bere be 


ger T —_— — 
__ | > A WP 


— 
mm 
V y felling Diſcourſe, bs 


ger 
Z 
ply it to your preſent acorn oh 


Faith : & zhey, cither you are at pro 


comforted with the approbenfios of hit, 
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d, not tobe hjigh-minded, but « 
: and accordingly, in expettati 
af, tobe providing for a dark time 
'Deſertion, that when it cometh, it m. 
wot be 4 frange thing,or find you unpr 


wared, Or you are under the appr, 


ſton- tp rum Withdrawingg, < 
gect in your ſelves the wery caſe of ſuc! 
485 6s bere deciphered : & for your ſal 
-nore peculiarly was this Intended. Th: 


' God was pleaſed to make theſe Sermos 


profitable to any ſuch Souls, in the De 
livery, let him have the praiſe : an 
of the defires of Juch to make them mo1 
ypablick, may be blefſed with a like goo 
[acceſs by Geds Bleſfing : it will Crou 
.my bigheſt ambition ; which that | 
.way, 1 ſhall follow it with my Earne 
Prayers to the God of all Grace, 


p Who am, 


Leſs then the leaſt « 
all Saints, 


af 05  o . S, I 


ut fo 
Tation 
me of 
it my 
unpre- 
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PSAL. XXX. 7; 


-- Thou didſt Hide thy Face, and I was 
Troubled. . 


—_ all the Diſpenſations of 
Gods Providence towards the 
Children ot Men, in this 


World, there are nene more 
awſul and my ſterious; than-the Deſertions. 
which he ſometimes exerciſeth his own 
withal. Whatſoever trials thoy. aveet 
with in this World, a long as they: agg + 

; : 
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wp 
ar gant welt ;, but when once that 


Soom. m,. he - nee = 


c met ; coun 
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them a re 
Y fThere are two ſorts of Profeſſors in t 
- Church ; Corgel wen, who nev 
Experienced the gracions® preſence 
God with them, and are not therefo 
Ly Ende prog —_— the 
: n eryoy common els, a 
glcaſerh them, and they ſeck no fathe 
and if they are in trauble at any tim 
fie is only for want of theſe things : an 
Sracons Souls, who have been made aj 
| rt Bf the Love of God, an 
the preciouſneſs of Communion wi: 
him ; which if ic be at any Gmc wit 
4 


grawp, they quickly repent it, and | 
brig em in great elftrek ; and be 

e it & now a time whercin Go 

- [FIrems more than ordinary, to treat h! 
i JChildren with frcch Providences as theſe 
& may net be amiſs tor ihe help ot theſe 
& treat a li:tle on this Subjet. I fir 
Þy my obſervati'n, many of thoſe, i 
not the moſt, whom 1 have occaſicn @©« 
great with about their Scul Concerns 
who are ſerious, to be much in the dark 
and not a little perplexed about thei 


Spiritual Ante, 3nd ready to. lay of them 
Y &lve 


Ws. | 


OO er PID > pm 
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"mat _—.} 


- | Ac 
counte- | ſelves as ſhe, Gen. 25. 24, 1 # be fs whh 
_—_ 5 G _ # ſhall cereirs &. - ; 
y rect, $ nelIp, to ” ap 6 
in the | preſcribe the remedy which he hath Is 
| never | down in his word. We have this 

here infanced in David. That 
refore | was the Pen-man of this P/elqw, a 
f they || by the Tit/e; the occaſion of it 


' time, | bout the proper meaving 
s:and ff read it, A Pſalm and Song 
de ap- {| Dedication of ihe (| vr that 
|, and | the Tewple, which though 
n wich | to fee dedicated, yet, as a F 


—_— _— ſenſe. The | 

theſe, J Dedication, proper| ifies, to initiave:; 

3 find f or introduce a thing LC. When ik 

ole, if $13 applied co men, it in the Cate 

ſficn.to £/"g or inſtructing them in that 
they ſhould follow ; ſo ic is uſed, Froee:. 


hs | 


© ads ib et 


; rheie things, i incegds the appointing 


ule, and the Service we deſigh- 
cd 


as _—_ 


| 
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Spiritual Deſtrtiong 
od them tor ; and it ſeems the Iſraelites 
when they Built an Houſe, dil ſolemnly 
onlecrate it to the Service of God; en: 
#egivg that he' ſhould be Served in it 
it ſhould be kept pure from 1do!ary; 
and Deba:chery: though with what Cere 
gnonies they did it, or whether with any 
at all, the Scripture is ſilent, Dent: 20. c, 
But likely they did it- with Prajer, in 
which they obliged themſelves to God, 
that if he would continue them in their 
Dwellings, he ſhould be faithfully Ser ved 
cherein; and if this courſe: were uſed 
inſtead of riotous, or at beſt but civil 
Houfe: warmings, ic would ſavour more of 
Chriſtianity, We may fee an inſtance of 
Devid Dedication of his houſe, in P/al, 
tor. whether this in the P/elm before us 
were when he firſt buile it, or after it 
had been defiled by Ab/aloms: bruitiſh 
meſs, is diſputed, O.hers ſuppoſe thar ii 
Latends only a P/a'm compoſed to the 
Time of the Song uſed in the dedicating 
of : and the rather, becauſe there 


" is not any thing particularly memioned 


of his houſe in the P/a/m. However, a 
to the matter of the P/alm, ir ſecms ec 
be excellently accommodated to David 
Ferurn to his houtc, after the Rebellier 

f 
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Diſcovered and LY 
of Abſalom w_ quieted. Tt.e Tt 
a Pſalm of Praiſe or 

y Pda id ſets Himſelf to” God 
the wondertul deliverance be: 
of him, to verſe 4. * 

2. He calls upon the Salo 5k 
of God to joyn with him in this 
verſe 4. and to _— in it, he 
them an account; of the: w 
which confiſts of fur 3 which 
he introddceth with a general obſeryati- - 
on to be relied on by all chat fear God, | 


_—; F. 
The Ill Improvemen: that he hat * 

m he ot his proſperous Nate, werſe 6.'and 

that was to Carnal Security 3 —_ he 

Till acknowledged God in it, wer/e 7, Det 

v4 'orgat himfcif ; and carnal ana? banc 


is ufually. tollowed with ow» ng 


wl:1ch are ®o ha:d for us : 
think that he hattr a tacit relpee 'ro the 
matter of Uriah, 
2. The fudd:n change that beſet hin 
on this, Text. ; 
3- What courſe hs took 
fuch a- comcition 5 he fat 
Prayer, to werſe 11.  COPORT'I 
4 The blefſed event of it, e-4h 448 
This words of our Texs th:a comic 
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yo tral Defertiong 

the ſecond of theſe remarks, or the 1 
gen change that befel the P(almif, w! 
he leaſt ſulpeAed it: he was gottcn © 
His eroubles, ſettled in his Kingdom w 


tranquility ; and now hc tho 
pot m__y ; ut 


»———_ OI a 9s, > oy, + 
G 


| were at an end, wy ſho! 
| ime in : a 
he maintained « 


bis Settlement: and on a ſudden t 
SCene is altered, and he i again plung' 
into as deep diſtreſs as ever. In t 
words obſerve two thirgs : 

7, The Occa/ion, or from whi 
this diſtreſs did proceed ; thow di: f bs 
thy face. What 1s intended by ic, ms 
be afterwards conſidered. 

2. The Efe& of it, or the diflireſs 
Telf, 1 wes irewbld. The words in 
Conjugation in which it is hece uſed, fi 
nifies a ſudden and grievous conſt: eaat 
on on the mind, occaſioned by fome ui 
expected very evil chac aſſaults 
man, and leaveth him. without counſe 
or power © eſcape it, and fo puts hit 
into a panick fear : aud ſo ic very fur. 
Wy exprefizch the preſent caſe. Henc: 


| i DO? 


i 
— —_ 


DOCTRINE. 
When God at cpm 5 gs] 


bis own vm 
and terrible t0 chew | 


There are two Propoſitions contained 
in this Doing kh may be- taken; 
notice of, vit. 


r. That God may, and ſometimes dath , 
hide bis face from bis choivefs Servants. x 


thews 6 
wedifns _— errib's —_ 
Of. theſe diſthAly. 


+ That God may, 
yn ks face frond 1 erionr” 


tames 
Servants. 


David is an inſtance for whoar 7 
we - have an account in -the. 
that he was a = 


ons whom God had choſen 
to himſelf, with whom he 

Covenant well: crdered in fl 
ſure; and yet.ye have him berg 


bl 
a 
| 
| 
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ws . Spiritual Deſertiong 
this, and how frequently is he, in t 
Fs ms, bemoaning of himſelf. by reaſ 
D a Diſpenſation ? Pſal. xo. r, : 
| and: many the like. 

| In-profecution of: this Propoſition, 1 
may —— 

FT. en ( may be faid to hi 
Ihis fa.ce from his own ?- 

- 3» What ie is that-procures this hidi 
of his face from them ? 
wi For what end or deſign doth he 
his face ? 

4+ To what degrees this may arrive 

5. How long this may be ? 

T. When God. may be faid to - hic 
Eis face from-his own. 

A. The Expreflion is Metepborical ar 
ullufive, and aſcribed ro God after ct 
emanner of men. God i a Spirit, ar 
hath no- body, and conſequently. r 
members or parts of a body; whe 
therefore he aatk ſuch in the Scrl 


'eures, he ſpeaks to us in our own la 


, and is to be ſpirirually underſtas 
er ks ſace is the moſt conlpicuo 
part of che body, and is uſually bare 
epen to view. The ſhewinrg of the fac 
ro any is iherefore frequently uſed fc 


dndod{;, freedom, and 1anuliatity 3 an 


tl 


in the 
; reaſon 
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ou, we. 


o hide 
hiding 
h he fo 
arrive ? 
o . hide 
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Diſcovered and | * ; 
the hiding of it is a token cftranged. 
neſs and diſpleaſure ; 2 Sam. 14- 24+ bs - 
him not ſee my face: "Doule greys 
for eG ofs = words, 46. 
Lift up the light of thy Countenance upon us. 
Mr - of his face _then_ from his 
Creatures, intends his withdrawing from 
them theſe ſenſible or experimental dif 
coverles of his ity to them, which 
ſometimes they enjoyed ; or. his wichol- 
ding from them thoſe manifeſtati ns of 
himſelf which chey long tor, and which 
he hath been ordinarily wont to beſtow 
upon others: for though hjding do pro* 


perly intend & witHdrewing owt of ſight, . - 


yet it alſo includes in K« a keeping. out 0 
ſehr, and not thewing one ſelf. God is 
|S ſaid ro hide his face from 
Senſitrue Creatures, Pſal. 104. 29. Which 
wntends his Providential wicbolding from 
them the ſupport ot their lives. He is 
alſo ſaid to bide his face from Wicked 
men, Dcut. 32. 20. and that may be both 
ON a remporal and a ſpiritual. a000uet þ 
when he brings-trouble upon chem, 
atlords them no relief or comlort in it. 
But when it is ſpoken of True believers, 


it then more peculiarly intends thoſe 
Sfiriual Deſertiog,, which they are 
| : þrought 

CF we Ire 
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inco, and leſe m—_— or thoſe 
of his manitefting himſelf 


ſpecial favew, the enjoy- 
—— Sapp 
folation. The end of Unics umo Chrif 
in Converſion, is for Communion with him ; 
in which there is a mutual commerce 
maintained berween him and us, where- 
in. he imparts to us of his Grece, and ena- 
blecth us to return to him Service and 
Praiſe. Whatſocver therefore cither im- 
= or obſcures this Communion. be- 

to the hiding of his face, or the 
Deſertion of which we. are now confidec- 
ing ; and hence. 

x. A Chriſtian may be without out- 
ward comforts, and ordinary helps, and. 
yet not under the hidings of Gods. face. 
God can take away from his Childsen 
the Comforts of this life, their healch, 
their ſtrepgth, relations, eftare, liberty, 
and make up all this in the light of his 
countenance. Was it not fo with Dew, 
when in the Valley of the Shedow. of Death, 
Pal. 23. 4- and with the bet, when 
the Figtree did not bloſſom, &e. Hab. 3. 17, 
18, yea, he can take away the Ordinean: 
oe: themſelves from them, which are the 


ordinary way of theig Communion _ 
3 


_ . 
/ 
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Diſtovered and: 5 | 
thoſe} him, and tti!l be @ /ittie- Santtuary to them, 
mſe Ezek. 12. 16 GoMtherefare them _ 
njoy-|| that gracious engh in the want | 
conf of atl, 112. 4. 1b; Fear wer, for { am wh. 
brit thee, &c. 5 fin 0 


2. He may enjoy ll the outward be- 
nefits of the CTavenant, and yet noe en- 
joy the face of Gad in them.; be may 
partake in the f of theſe, and yet 
God be withdrawn from. them ; it is 
one tt ing to enjoy the means, and ano- 


ther thi to have God in them, mani 
feſting himfelf co us, by his gracious co- © 
operation with them-; and theſe are fe- 


arable 2 out of doubt David was ſerfi-. 


'c of this, when he put up that requeſt 
to God, Pal. 5x. 17, 12. toke not thy bely 
Spi/it from. me ; reſtore to me the joy of thy 
Sabvation. 


WM There. may be 
ntained beeween God. and che Soul, 
and yet a Child of God be at a los & 


{| bout it. It may be carried on fo fecret - 


ly, as that noe only others may be 

rant of it, but the Chrifies himſelf ma 
have great doubtings about ict. G 
never nearer to his te chan at 


wy « $. ” 
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grmmonm—n_os , 


; £ face. God may be, yea is at work 


or wn "7" — 


"exerciſe of ir, and carries them- heaven 


| 2. be bath led and brought me into darkneſs, 


- ” 
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16 e . 

they know nat, ond lead: them in paths that 
they bove pot bnown, Iſa. 42. 16. to ſteals 
tiis grace into them, and draws-forth the 


ward, when they are complaining: that 
they cannot fee him nor find him. Was 
ic not ſo with the Spouſe, Cam. 5. never 
was her Grace in more vigorous exerciſe 
than at that time, when ſhe- complains 
that her beloved had withdraws bimſe/. 
4 All thoſe withdrawings whereby 
God leaveth his Children in the dark a- 
bout mheic. 1 iri-unl cerdition and con- 
cerns, belong to this Deſertion, or biding 


them in his greateſt retirements, but 
they want the apprehenſion ot it : When 
therefore they complain asz.he, Lam. 3. 


but mot into light. Now they ate fo lar 
deſerted z and this is to be read in the 
Dilpenſatian of hiinſelt to them in his 
Providence on a ſpiritual account :; and 
there are many reſpects in which he thus 
goth ; . ſome of the priacipal whereof 
we may here take notice of 3 vis. -- 

T1. Whan God not only brings out- 
ward troubles on his people, but wich 
them. witholds Conſelation, and lc's in 


Terrcurs 


they ma/ befal the moſt 
of God and « þcxmt of Gods love in the 
So:1, willmake- thera "light and 
momentany, as Paths did for this reaſon: to 
him, 2 Cor. 4 17. But God is often wont 
to uſe. them as expreflions of his m_ 
and witnefſes' of- his d fare : 
they are fre ty to His 'ownr 5 © 
Rod; with w wp yo at 
whilſt they can Tee} a fathers hand 
"| them, they can take: them well : 
_ they are made raſ hem 
coming '«: ay every 82 
rears. make thies afraid id, ob Fo 
not any Coke in ls counnentins, 
but wrath ; thus it was with Fob in that 
diſtrefs of his, on which account he ut- 
tereth that complaint, Chap. 13: 
Whgefore hide = thy fare, and 

"_ thine emtmy ? 

When God wichdraiee at 
Si and they apprehend not a 
wonted power of his a ng; 
gre chem their cfficacy.- 
hen they never went to an-C 

ba k mer with Chit 


" ds 


r8 ones Pelertions 
em, an of them : theic 


were their affeRions rai- 

{zd, the Word and Sacrament left im- 
preſlions on them, and they were quick- 
ned, refblved, gnlivened, ſt F 
and comforted by them : bue ſnow it is 
not ſo ; but on the other hand, they go 
with a great deal of litnefnebs, at- 
tend with deadneſs and yandring, and 
come away rather mare ſtupid and out 
of order as to what is good :. and if God 
you there, would it be ſo? Devid there- 
longs that be may ſee God as be bath 


Jer biz = bis Seotugry, Tjal. 63. 3. and 


for this ics chat he v; the 
Qs, Pſal. a7. 4. to bebald the beanty of th 

Lord. The want then of this felt, is a 
Cark diſpenſation. 

E When they fet about Duty, and 
find that aſijtance witheld, which they 
necded, for want of which they fail in 
the performance ; when they would do good 
eoH i; preſent, and that not only to with- 
itand, but to Captivate them, Rom. 7.22, 
23. they would pray earneſtly and cn- 
largedly, but theic :F:Aions are cold 
& their hearts are ſtraicned ; they would 

ay believingly, bue are fhaken with 
ws. Wn and ready to ler go their hold 
on 


%. 


F 


Piftovered and Hemedied. 
on the. promiſe ; they would hear 
ly, bue cheir hearts are wandring, 


incenf 


2 9p. 


| ont x tu ay 

God | in aa hour of and fo are 

here- | driven away by it into Sin. God deth 

bath | not only ſuffer Temptation to aflaule 

ad INE: por 
en them a ious vikory & 

f the ungh cow i, end broughe Game 


corquerours;, and therein witnefled 
admwable preſence with them : bue 

have. been tiipt up by it, and & 
down the ſtream of it, as it was 
Hez*kiab, when God lejs bins to bi 
2 Chrca 32. 31. and Peter when 
cowardly uenicd his Lo:d z and | 
others in <cripture record; and this' - 
brings thcm to a loks Ih their 
and they are bronght to condude, tn 
L-1d had Econwicth me, k would mer * 
bav2 becn thus; 4t he had not beth 
wihdrwn, I had noc 


b6f 
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5. More efpecially when they are lef+ 
to ſome more groſs and Conſcience waſting 
6ns, and their -Conſdence is hereupon 
barge to or _ _ prays 

y to from pre Kous ſin, 

P/al. 19. 13; .when moan A ace at 
any time overtaken with ſuch a fin as is 
againit the light of nature; and the plain 
promge of the Word of God, fuch as 
ds Adultery and” Murder were, ſuch 

$ that of the inerefnons. Corimtbian, x Cor. 
. I. this Jooks fo. much like a ſpor thac 


. 6. not of Gods Children, that it occaſions 


| | Cth very much darknels in them; and 


though otten for the preſent ſuch a ſin 
bros and ſtupifies their Conſciences, 
and thty-are-inlenſible of it, yer-when 
reweth their Conſciences, and ma- 

ſh ie. co refle& on the. fin, and ſets ie 
home with its aggravations, it- becomes 
very.dreadful-to them : we. may be facis- 
haw it was with David on this. ac» 
cpnnt by many paſſages, in Pfal. 5r. and 


they afe ready to be ſwallowed yp with 


the remorce of itaas he, 2 Cor: 2. 9. .lef 
be be be ſwallowed wy with overmach. ſor- 
Y 


* *% When theic own Evidener: are fo 


NQurred that they cannot read thera The 


Chriſtians ny hk — = 

ev or' eſtare -- 
oo. are Re i po 

rays | of the Spirit, which he Rd i | 
ſin, | none bur the Regenerate : cilled the 
» at | things that Ss/vation. Hib. 6. g. 

as is | From thele he Ts tw argue tro his being 
lain | under the promlfe, becuſe — the 

h as | condition of it is" tufted in him Bu: 
ach | though thels are in him, yer he can 
Cor, | find the reality 'of chem : he cannot 
thae | diſtinguiſh his Fav Strom Proſumption, hrs 
one | Repencomw:e from that which 1s Lege/, hi 
and | Obedience from char which 4; Falſe and. 
fin | Hypecritical : and this m(key'Him araRtf - 
ces, | that nothing is right in him'; thafwhs _ 
an | hach only a ſhadow and nor MR, 
| ſtance, which makes him co wialk'in 


_ " = Iſo. 50. we 
calls che:eru every-c $ 

a on, and dogs co tin wyche ting Id 
Rh >. When the Spb. of. God 
and | bis Teſtimony from confirming '&+ 
vith | -<vidences. Though the evidente* be' 
leſs | 15, ye the confirmetion oP ie muſt” 
ſor- | his Teftimony. Rem. +8. 26. wat 


ſelf beareth winneſs with 
> © he dach-hoe wow fo vie 


- - - - — G 
ld. - > Av <: 
P © = -— ate ontandins, Ce 


wou 
x and let as-diſcern je. Thu 
therefore deprecates in the fore 
cited Pal. 51, 11, Toke wit think bob 

Sperit from To, 
8. When we watit theſe joys in ex 
i whiich are the priviledge and duty 
of the Children of - The Apoſth 
ſay, x Per. x. ® It rejozce with jo 
þ _ And the __ Preys, Fa 

TO ] ma with the g /ndne 

thy _ And hn oO PET 
Ry the exerciſe of this, 2 The. 5. 16. Re 
Jjozee evermore. And. Phil, 4 4. Rejogce #n 
the Lud aiweyss Wheregs, though he 
hath ſome hope, and is net altogether 
abandoned, yet he js tull of crouble ; hi 
heart is heavy , be is aſtranger id this 3 Joy, 


bt 


:} 


and _ and down with a ec 
| the bitterneſs of * Soul, 


qF + rg rf moan, Pſa, 4>3, Ft 
ary Roger been my meat day andonig 
they caninually (iv = \wbere 5 
P deg | muwramy becauſe of the 
2 When, in bo condition, they pra) 
$d God, and can fiud nv aptwer to thei 


Ki eg 


they 

per for they cry 
Ctnts and mourn after God ardent- 
ly. So the Pſatmiſt uttered himſelf, P/at. 


apprehenſion, God anſwers them in an- 


| r, and gives them the moſt diſcourag- 


returns ; 8 he wy wen 80. 
4 How Tonk hy a the pray- 


ers of thy People ſh, And 30. 20, 2T. 


I ory unto th ey and thou doſt not bear me, '! 


become crael te me. And he 
that God rejeas his petitions, as, Low; 
3. 8, When 1 cry and od, be ſoutterb 9666 


fland uy, and thou regerdef# me not,thou art - 


-- 44 Hi Fa : 4 » 


or SIRE 
. 


Spiritual Pelertions 
Ifoid in ; 1 am cut off from bef 
ezes. And the Propher, Johah 2. 
ys. ow vr ag out Me: TT ! 
red ___ I —oattgg 
"7 ronge Fr $.> the Lord. T 
thoughts 0 xl Sbuble him, al 
be is calling in rages every thing 
the -Covenant. F/al. 57 3, 5, 8,9. A 
he crys out -as, Pal. 38 10. Mine be, 
pants, my Frength fails; as for the light 
wine eyes, it is aiſo "of go from me. And he 
afraid that he ſhall rſarſheld our a m 
mentlonger, bu be overwhelmed. / 
theſe are the frui s and evidences of 2 
vine Deſextroms, and \(uch as, the Sci: 
tures cired under them 1 make 0 : 
pear, that they may 2 the be 
men in thi: lite. 


2. What i is that Procures this hidi 
aff his face {cpm chem; ? 

'Tn hunt this -muſt be ſoug 
for a thera : and for a clue ta lead 
$a arch, that we be not miliak 

| ; Jt dz. <he follow! 


x40 'be none of +6 rhe lors 
Ye. the Feople of God, Gs 
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s before 
h 2. 4 
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g The 
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ing in 
9. And 
ne heart 
light o 

1d he h 
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Dſcoverth 
made man ip his there was a, 


entire” fijendſhip and iptimacy berweem 
hem ; there was no cloud to hide his 
face from him : nor ſhall 
__ % = : were” cons to the Ge 
ner embly of t0#- Spirits of juſs mas 
made perfeF. Thi ne jy 


poſtaly, which made a ſeparation 3 and 
chough'it remains with the Children gf 


God through this life, yet ic ſhall continue. 
eaſon 


no longer ; and r 


a mo- 
d. All 
; of Ds 


experience it nowgts becauſe 4 be 
fin abiding wit m. The Pſalmif 
hereupon preſumes, P/al. 17. wt. 1 ſhell, 


there be any, 


an upon mans A- 


MS Deer 4 ag tes o 


; Sciip-|be [atiifyed when T awthe with thy like 

e it ap weſs. And if | axk, why well they ' 

beſt o yu yp L. _—_ Selpenlaciboe heros 2! 
the anſive caule Carry ; 
bogy of Death about with hon 4 alt 

; hiding]*h<y pue ic off, ic is liks to be fo. © 

2. Thar Splritual Delſertiag, of its - 4 
\ foughg own nature, belongs to the C 


lead ugfi-R Corenant, Tc is in, it ſelf a 
ni{t 2keg©Vil, and of a worſer ſapt, being Spirit 
low (1 th td the "y As 


of i 
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5; A 4 
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_ dead ® the wicked, becauſe they are 


very entence conceins this init, Math, 


ic 
KF. 41, art ye curſed. And we are 


pa 
ec, cherEmnſt be tulineſs of 
. . Every di from God is a 
;z and if fo, then to be uterly 
en of him is che upſhor of inteli 
city, Hof. 9.12. Wo wat» them, when 1 ſhall 
depart from them. Now All miſcry 'came 


into the world by the Curſe, 

-3- That che Deſerti:ns of the ChilJren 
-of God, arc no part of Reverring Frftice, 
25 they befal them : They are fo in- 


.under - che diſpca'ation of the old Co- 
—”_ : but belidvers are mot under the 

,but . under Grace, Rom. 6.14. And in the 
new Jeruſalem, there is no Curſe, Rev 2 3. 
.God,in- infinite wiſdom ,ſegh meetco con- 
,tinue many of che evils themſclves upcn 
:ais own, which fin igtreduced into the 


and po 
4 Phy 
ant | they belong to mn 


vers are, _ a ting bon 
delign ot fictiing th 
or which they are 
5 ON Fis certain, that 
7 the execution ot - reve 
tell, of che firſt Covenant, hath been 


7  Chiiſt Eimſelf, the ACCount 
ſhe whom he was Wade a Sacrifice, and 
cannot again ÞE cxited ufon them. - 


ren 
oy 4 That God. ufeth much of hjs Seve4{ 
pl raighty inih. RDeſcriion that he exerdiletly 
« þ bis people wichal. He indeed hath 
= 1 ends and pur poles'i in all thac he doth,” 
he | will be ſeen _ inthe nexe enquiry : 
the | 2ever uſcth his Soveraignty ae frody' 
a2 | tis Wiſdom : thoigh, ho s am 
wh in what he dath, yer he never fi 
carry on Lis no ty and. his 
om Salyation in x <4 ic, However, 


"A A 


_ Se” . 


423 "SpiritnaliDeferti 
vſeth Wc, jar he will av 


give uFan account," wad for which we 
+ man aflign no other reaſon moving him 
| but becauſe it fo Rematl good to tim 
Hence, all his Chi -are not exerciſed 
alike here-with, nthher as to kind, For 
45 40 degree. - Some" -walk in the dark, 
while others. go-up ad-down in the light, 
Nay, the moſt watchful and circumſpe&t 
Saints may meet with theſe; he that 
fears the Lord, and $he voice of his 
fervent, way welk lrineſs, and have no 
tight, Ifa.:50.-10, ld fo there is no 
room let us to cenſure Uthers on this ac- 
- GoUNt : we ought not 10 The high minded, 
4 . ” 4 
- «5. -That God viſits rig wich theſe 
never but when they-neeE&atem. Te is 
a truth univerſal concerning the Chil- 
den of God, r Pet. 1.6. Te are in h:avi- 
»w/7% if need be : which need we are not 
eg9-meaſure by our ſhallow: underſtayd- 
. ings, -25-if Gad cculd not, by his ablo- 
Jae power, bring them another way to 
MNory ; but this is the way which his in- 
thalec Wiſlom hath-contrived, in which 
x94:a4 them tit: and there are thoſe 
o2afions ' tor theſe, which m2ke them 
very conveniaat & fuch a _——— 
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cole, For 39-3 
tboug hts 1has TArr think. 


of peace, and not of fem | 

time condng on when amy - 

adoge, as Chuiſt. co;him, Fob. 13. 7. Wha. 
I do thou —_— not now, but rbou ſhale 


'Lkow 


6. That i icls 'ufirail ſome fin of thay 


which grieveth his. Holy Spicit 0 
cures theſe 5p b 


tender,and he. »I "why 
are we fo ny K* z6r 
"| And there is i ſome lin aud 


folly of onrs y doth ; and. ſack 
as by which. 


* ſome way or ather 3. and in what more 


- [ſuuablo, than ia that which fhall put wy 


to. griet, though fo as ſhall bring ws 


back to him by a kindly Repentance 
RR ms og and Tron 


gr 
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wichdrawing, bitterly complaining of 
Wins, as the occaſian thereof. P/al. - ; 
/x0. 6 38. begin. So that there can be 
thing more proper for us, when we n 
witch ſuch things in Providence, thar 
Call our ſelves to a ſevere account, | 
Erialy enquire, what we have done. 


. For what end or dyſign doth G 

BJ a106 hls face f 
A, In general, we may be aſſured | 
God always aims abs own Glory, a 
Mis Childrens good,*When he fo tre 
xhem. That. mtift deſign his or 
it is certain, for that is his | 
end in all his works 3 and it is inconſi 
ent with his Holmeſs that he ſhould | 
ptherwiſe ; and that he hath conneR 
with this in an inſeparable ſubordinatic 
the beſt good of his people, is a truth 
Ds vine . Revelation ; inzfmuch as havi 
ed them to Salvation, for the Glo 
$ying of his Rich Grace in them, he co 
guas them by his mature Cownſel, in «| 
might way to it, fo he preſumet 
L 73. 24. ibow ſhalt guide me by t 
Lownſel, ns afterwards receive we to G 
A So that there is no one paſſige in 
but what was before contrived and is 
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| a worthy end, .but' alfo 


ſt-] help ns in the particular enquiring 
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out in Infinire Wildom. Now a 
covery of wiſdom is not only in chuſing . , 
in making @' 
choice ot ſable means, and rightly ap 
plying them for the obtaining of 5 
end. Theſe hidings belong to this gan 
dud, ani the cnn of them Is-to 
diſcovered by the way in which 
God makes tham to ſerve thereunto” 
Hence a Child of God may fay of every, 
deferiion he with, as Pas] in ang». 
ther caſe, Phil. $2. 1 know that this 
ſhall turw to my Sillvation 5 and as; Fob, 
chap. 23. 10. when be bath tried me, 1 ſhall 
cooxe forth as gold; and this -Rule =_ 


the deſign of God upon this account, in - 
which we tmult always have an eye 
theſe five Rules that can never fail us, 

1. That theſe withdrawings are nat 
from Gods hatred, tut his love pep ed 3 
ready to ſuſpeR this, and ſay, as | 


er rw bo 


we 


U___— 


W-.- Apis al. Deſerti 
otherwiſe, 1s. 49. 14, x5. and God 
_— that his people ſhould think th! 

any defeR or decay in his love, | 
cauſe he fo. carries to them, 

2. That though”God love them, 1 
He may be angry at «hem, and withdy: 
In anger. Love and” Hatred are cont 
Ties, but Anger is ſubordinated, and m 
be employed by cither of them ; the 
i an anger of love as onyx of hatrec 
| wap _ a dear love for - Chil 

may be very at hin, at 
"manifeft. it coo in } = Fckens Ge 
Egan be provoked, fo as to withdra 
from his own ; and he fo declares, Ii 
54-8. In a little wrath 1 hid my face fro 
- | 


 $+ Yet this anger is managed by lov 
and ſhall work accordingly. Gods di 

eaſure-at his Children ſhall do nothir 

t what love direas ; if then he. hid 
away from them in anggr, it is becaut 
be fecth ic is beſt tor them : it ſhall n 
extinguiſh, no, nor diminiſh, no, nor f 
much as intermit the operation of h 
eve towards them, but ſhall always d 
loves work : when therefore the aftli& 
X is in fairb/ulneſs, as Plal. 119. 75. 

4- That God may wihbdraw trom hy 
i. IST p&o 
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God. is 
tk chere 
ve, be- 


m, yet 
chdgaw 
Ccontras 


: | 5be earth, 4 


| condition of his people; for —_ 


dif- | God, and their: everlaſting welfary 


td | reducad to three heads. / 
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d 
provocation So 
make diligent ſearch;: 

_ "ſc 

--no 

Fob &s ir grea 
obſerved; = 
of him, "that 


Was none gf ms, 
ER bx , In. 


is come uw ws, 
have we not forgottts thee, nor dealt wn 
7 thy Covenant:- 


5. ” Tue chore is ever {> 


Job x. 8. and 
Pal. 44. 17. all 


withdrawings are ſutable ; _ are” 
fach &# as is fot the | 


they- -met with ſack a Ciſpenfition,” Ar 
how let us take--notice what that bs, %. 
ſo we may be he to-diſtover Gods 


ſpecial delign herein ;- and ths may te 
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1. God dotty it for - their chiNi@iriede 
and amendment. Divine CorreWinis © ng 
one pard of Gods Uiſpenſations" 6" Bk 

ople 


veth be chaſfteneth, and frothy. 


al BF 7 


8 bitre, Heb. ra: 6. » b«w the Loved F 
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k 
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3 
, Nar is. their folly reſtrained 


er infſimities, but ſometimes. breaks © 


# + 


. bold tranſgreſſions... God pr 


Concupiſcence that remains i 
| and the occaſions and tempeatio: 
they meet with in the world, are apt 
- their, gracious ,. frames, ind brin 
'* amhem into deadnef;, ſo that though Grac 
" Ag 2616-41 the root, yer ic doth not _ 
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| Screp- 
nſelves, 


” them to be leit always in foch a 
.| on asthey have 


ult and] in 


praces : 
ains in 
tacions 
| apt tO 
| bring 
Grace 
ft flou- 
 1hlkc 
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when be 
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into -' 
noe 


themſelves 


name fuffers 


by ſuch things. > 


.{ 2 liccle by che former, nor is there: any, 


way for them wo —_— Injury. 'done - 
to it,” but by a ſoaking repentance z. and 
their work lies *;* by both; and-there is 5 
no: progret; matic in- the buſineſs where-; 
y are to work but their 'qwn ſalya- - 
tion, For the | reparation -theretore of 
both-theſe; ic is 'requifice, thar they be | 
made'to ſee and -lament their folly, bon 
be 10wzed-up :to tr -tullnes» 
Gods -Covenam Faiibfulneſs engageth him 
0- this for them... | ; 


4 Movy 


minent deca caps content themſelves with 
fmetten, teel not their malady, till 
Je comes in ſome xore awful way to 
69 them to this ſeriſe. 
lence God exerciſeth them with 
for their awakening, 
Kach, De and hea'ing : and when he 
fo doth, and Sam cheie Conſcicnces, 
then reſent them, andare brou ht 
zo. themſelves. When God hid ;his face 
from Ds, he then Crjeth, a Confuſ” 
Fa, and begs for che Reftaring of bis Spi- 
Tit ; and —_ obtain; it. Pal. © 51. When 
Chrift cime to his beloved with ſweer 
allurements, ſhe wantonly negleRey m_ 
rej3Red them,but when he put #n bis fin 
and left a touch behind , agd ens 
wrew, now ſhe is quickned, her grace 
Sto ſtir and revive, and ſhe reſts 
nat till ſhz hath gotten ths ſight « of him 


is the J Ty, 
a, _ = 


mim _— 
Grace is ear, 


2k 
and (ho eh weak or wed, 
Peter was. - 7 que extrcilec 


- be our pr ied of. ho al 

a 6s ar as tells = th 

- menifel Temptations ave for the tr, 

rd os 3. Pet. 1. 6,7 Now we 2 

nd many-.w , Where 

| Jr God? - x br rh ep ns are fore Gra 
that. ace peculiarly ſu or, t 

r occalion-for the exerciſe of the 

from an hour of Temptation, fuch 

patience, meekneſs, ſubmiſſions &<. 

. 4 ..Deſertions belong go zhele Tem 
tations. - And: indeed grace is never 

we the prook as . when God hides t 

: ſrom.. us | a ns th 

_ © to lowing ti 

; _ he ſeems to be ney 

bi us 3 yer + pra the faſter, whe 

he offers to knock our. hands to re 
folve with. him, Fob. 23. 15. of; wo, 

ay me, I will put my truft in tim, An 

2 1/6, 8. 27, 1 will Was is ' the _ 

w 


* +4 
a». 
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F-, | 
own weakneh 
God. 
unbelief is; 
it aſſailed, now ; ' | 
Joſs, and .to ſink ; fee how- Dexdd- 


expreſleth hialelf, in P/ak 7 . bagine- ai 
all were gone-; - and 47 cankes . 
that it was his infromty, Verſe 10..) 

6:«. And he lets them hbecein 


46 Spiel meer 'S 
5 God hg is, had It not _ 


exigency. It was when the Pſalmift w 
CE with the ſarrows of Death, & 
and be called apon Bud; Pal. 116. 3, 
that he Celebrates® wich: that Co 
 feſlion, Verſe 4; Grations is the Lord a: 


rigbreous, yes Our anerciful. 
= And herein he alſo helpeth othe 
of his Children. One ſurh -experien 
is of great uſe to many, when they . ar 
— =_ _ bak are | pry 
wo 0 8 of 4 who ? as 
and patience inbernd the promiſes, God - 
recorded ſuch experiences for our adn 
nidon, direRion, -and encouragemen 
Hereby alſo te» makes ſyck ; a Chriſtia 
to-be fit to help others at a dead-lifr, b 
communicating of their. own-experier 
ces, for this reaſon-Chriſt gave that ac 
vice to Peter, Luk: 22, 32. When thon a: 
conwericd, frengt ben thy bretl rem «©. 
"TY '8. And che: emdency .and iſſue of a 
ehb, js to advance their glory. © This | 
Gods deſign concerning. his Children j 
all cheir Temptarions, and ſa in this « 
Duſorion, - x Pet. 237. That the . yyal « 
| gui faidb, may. be foana mo praiſe, bonon! 
are! wh .. Thoſe very i\Providences 3 
which God ſeems jo dſiegardhils peoph 
« - hw A... 


s -_ . 
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'_ —]* Diſcovered al edied. 4a. 
uch atz | are yet a part of. ſel, by which iO 
;f was | guides ther to glory, Plal. 73. 14. with "A 0 
b, &c, | and he will manage them by his oF 
dom and power, tht. oy ſhall in the +; 
' Con-| event add tq the wage of their Crown, :; 
rd and} 2 Cor. F- 17» oy? : ag, 
3 And G ie many times- for 
others | prevention. . ly co reclaim them 
"rience | trom thoſe fins, which they have fallen 
y .are | into, but alſo eo preſerve them from fal 
4.6.12. | ling into Sin aftgrward ; and that cheſs 
þ faith | do groatly ly this end will appear, 
d hath | if we obſerve. Fo» x 
admo-| _»+ That Gods Children are in danger 
ement. | of being drawn into ſin ; they live in & 
riſtian | world of Temptation, and they carry a+ 
ife, by | bout with them a body of death : there 
perien- | arethe remainsof Concppiſcence in them, 
at ad- | by which hoy are ready to take the im- 
bon ar: | prefſion afdſuch Temptations as are of- 
tered tqgdraw them aſide.; for which ._' 
all | reaſon Chriſt hath given us that as @ pe- 
is | tion jn our addrefes to God, Aar.6. 23 
fen in | {ted ws not into tempration, but deliver. ws. 
this of | from exzl, A Child of God is never free 

fi from this hazard as Hong as he lives ip + 
, an evil-world, and hatha ficſh in him ' 
luiting agaiaſt che ſpirit. | 
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is- a work that GodJdil 
but fin is no pare gf 
it: and not only 
cially ſach as are mp 


not progreflive bue 
God can make it-ſerve 
growth ; Dowd was thits 
lay v_ his ſin. k.” 
* abaſech the comforts of Joc 
to preſum Sets 


of Confolation. : K 

who, if cockered by their Pare: 

: Gwcy and licencious. . This wi 

caſe or: GO; New 

__ mountam firong | thereupon 

| ſecure, and believed hinnfelf to be oue of 

danger, and that rpade kim. to grow 

wanton, & remit of that care and watcte 
ſulneſs over himſelf that became him. 

4 Hence God uſeth ſuch defercions 

ta make them the more careful and _— 
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ful for the time e&dme ; theſe becomes 
a Cloſe lefſon untozghem, to let them ſee 
when an eprepiougtolly it is for them to 
abuſ- their tathe and familia» 


83 Pug as the) and they can 

ly out grow r giveth them &n 
«ew, when if ime 2- : 
_ ic ſelf: © wa. doubtleſs > > an 
EX ment as hroup e David to that re- 
folve, Pfal. 397% 1 will take beed to my 
ways, that ] @w and by this oh 4 
there is more's> communion afterward - 


God and them, 


of i % h 

Gods deſcrtions are not alike 
to- ah ildren ; nor alike to the ſame 
at all times, af there are the 


his manifeſling himſeli fo _ fo, v1 


4A. We. Fay take this: brief accoune _ 
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44 Spi Mi 
ate cartied chrouptithe world, as with 
no extraordinary raptures of comfort, 
fo with no exrzoditry depreſons and 
cerrours of foul : :y as others are 


kometimes raviſhed peyond mcaſure with 
the'cleareſt apprehEnions of Gods love, 
and again deſerted \ aſtoniſhment, 
under the hidings of "God, from chem, 


and the deſolate cftate which they rs 
reduced unto thereby : and how frequent 
ſuch times bad the P/alagff ? as will ap- 
pear by ſeveral Pſalms, _ 
2. That God never deſerts his Chil- 
dren ſo as he doth wicked men; they 
:ndeyd may not always dilcern ic,but he 
evermore makes, a very gyeat diflerence 
betwezn theſe and thoſe. \Deſertcd Be- 
lievers are the Children of God as wel 
then, as when they have never ſo much 
of the light of his ſavour ſhij U 
them. Nor doth he at an 
leare them, as tg put them out i 
favour ; he loveth them ſtill, and . will 
never ceaſe ſo to do; he careth ſor 
them, and looks after them till, and 
they are under that condua, by which 
they ſhall afluredly arrive. at. his King- 
dom in the end : That is an abidin 


eruth, Pſal 94.14 the Lord will xt ys” 
| 0 


*Y 


| 


| abſznes him 


"_y 


oa wo cole... _— — 
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off bis people, meither will be forſake his im- 
heritance, Whereas | 
his enemies, arid he}, will forſaks them 
for ever. "o 
3- That God, in their greateſt deferti- 
ons, maintains the life of 
Whatever-wounds their Graces may ſuf- 
fer, and' w wer decays they may be 
under, by reaſgn of Gods withdrawing 
his influence from them z though they 
may be.in a 'Rracn and fainting ; yet 
they ſhall not 


be. extinguiſhed : they may 
{till ſay as he, Pl cis 17. 1 ſhall not dis 
but live, and 


Seelarr the works of the Lord. 
Thcre is life root in the greateſt 
Winter, w 


«7 
% 


Fever ſo far from them, 
or Peter, that his . faitb 
>.*22. 32. ſhall be eif:&- 
too. God leſt David aw: 
fully, 'et not totally z they may tg 
but yet they are really alive; and when 
this Winter is over, and the Spring re» 
turas, they ſhall flouriſh again z the ſ&c 
thac is ſown' in} them ever gabides ; 
they are preſerved by th: power of God thre! 
Faith unto Safuatice. 3 PG, 1. 5. x 


\ Lo 


off h 


 ſenſe:gnd appearance feem to be geail, 


icked men are now _ 


race in them. 


Þ Sun of Rightco..ſneſs* 
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46 Hpiritual Defcrtions 
4. There are alſo the linings of 
Grace in them at ſuch a time, though ir 
may be very faintly” Tr: hath been 'a 
queſtion antong ſore, whether a Bclie- 
ver may not be ſo delerted as to affiit- 
ahce, as that his-graces may be' reduced 
tothe habit, and ali afts'of Them wholly 
ceafe? and ſenſe * many;ylmes will plead 
_hard for the affrmxire Sand © queſtion 
'not, but chat a Cl:i!d of God rnay be ac 
a very g-cat lofs atour ic, and not appre- 
henfive - of any fuch Mtirrings : bur 1 ec 
oltenm:imes there are manitelt contradit- 
jons berwcerr Grace and*©go:rupiion in 
them : ſo ir vas with the-Plalmilt, P/4/. 
73 13, 15. Euc whether Wiſe fo or no, 
vut ot doube the -ſenle AF the ſorrow 
for, and impatience wunder 


Jpch deſerti- 
ons, beſpeak the ſtirring © he tho” 


4 


under very grizvous ovcrbearydgs of Cor- 
1uption in them : for theſe ot ia 


ehemſefves the reſentment» of he We. 
bue of the Spirie. All che 'rclentings of 
} cart in Gods Children, under the diſcy- 
veri.s ot hi; abſeming | him#elf fiom 


_— — oxi ome we wine oe "= | 
T Diſcovered and Kenwedied. 47 bk 
s of | ©S- Yer _ may be left to - grievous 
gh it (Ms under. deſertions. ﬀ God 
n '2 |withdraw his afliſtance from them, and 
-lie- |do not afford his wonted - influence to- 


: graces of his ſpirit thae are-in th 
_ their vigour will til, their ſtrengeh will 
holly , and the carval part 'in. 
lead watully prevail av-r ch-m, 


m into Caprivity, aa thee. . 
ſhall wound themblre: few faly: Lee 


X at 

_ [Peter have never fo much love for | his 
Fr (Lord, and be nerf refolate to 
1;i& [fy and for him, yor if Clyiſt wichdraw 
1 in I[fom him, he ſhall d 
Pal. wm bro wb gy : 

ee to & fin proves , 

= mgly- If Devid bg thus daferced, 'he>» * 
"ny all involve himfal6 in one grear (in. ap* 
thy' another. :Nor Gan is. be named Hard- 


ly what oag; lin there s, which they 
ay not | nco, and that unto very 
ravating circumitances, ba- _ 


& one which is unþardonable. 


ſ(ap- |, & And they may be utterly at a tof 
om their ſpiritual ſtate.” There doth 
»efs [E<M tobe a, greater 'lati in thoſ2 i 


hs —_— than 
ance : faichful- * 
EY hcl will nos ſuffer him bo ©o wich 


w, 


Pp - 


not only that they 'ars "wrogenoran 


vr __ 
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48 Hpiritual Deſertiong 
trom their graces, as to ſuffer them'to be 
extinguiſhed in them ; bur ic is poſſible, 
and- conſiſtent with his* Covenant fideli- 
ty, that ſometimes they loſe the comfote 
of their good eftate. Not only may 
the Spirit of God withdraw + his Tefti- 
mony, and refuſe to bear his witneſs co 
their Sonſhip'; and when he fo dþch all 
. the witneſs of their own Spirits will not 
ſatisfy them in the conduſien; but leave 
them in ſad doubrs and fears whether 
ehere be any thing of truth and 'fincerity 
in them;:and a miſgiving heart, and 
—_——_ Devil ſetting Us t them up- 
on drawing of fad ico ons againſt 
chemſzlves, whillt theic own evidences 
CID g5' they cannor' _ 
ehem, nor produce any argument for 
chemſelyes which* chey -dte to place 


. confidence ift, and fo they Je envelo- 
p24 in diſmal darkneſs; MWduch 3 
condition as this -is - that fuppolſy in 
Iſa. 5o. 10. | 


'7. And they may be hereupon ur:der 


ſore Temptatiohs to deſpair, and gh 
all, hope* may Gink thee 
'e; DE } 


laſt, and ref9® co ' be oh for 
"Tcady to ſign: and ſeal the- condluſi 


4a. A xz ak 


Al 


to be &, but Reprobates too, and gotten beyond 
ible, all hope of mercy : was it not fs wir 


= NON woe hoy are ſo rn 
they cannot tell what to make © 
achough they are ſtill ſach as 2 gow. w. 
ſerves, and never ſuffers them uiterly oy to 
renounce or , abandon their hopes in 
him ; they ſhall many times utter 
traditions in the fame 
ſhall be a wicneſs of ewo commrar conerary Tt 
ciples wreſiting in therh : but 
kno'y not what to make of ' (hemſely 
and are —— to de 
and ready to 
hold out we longer 3 - and CP fuck 
degrees = gf | Beſortion as theſz, are my 
very Frequent, yet ſomerimes God, 
hewti. 10Wer, and let it be 
whac he can do in bringing of his to glo- 
7 at. chrough a loreft Temptad: 
oy _ it to 


_ Deſerrions ma 
abllic on a Hew 20 of God Ye y 


na 


'be 


. *- * 


we, There u'6 a0 certain liatajigts 19 *Y 
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Fo Hpiritual Defertiong 
be ſe here, but we may take this gene 
tal account of it. 
T. That Gods Soveraignty is to b 
adored in theſe Diſpenſations. Th 
way to ſilence the cavellings of col 
Kupt nature about the degree or duratio! 
wf Gods abſconding from his Childrer 
Ts'that of Elihu, Job. 33. 13. be giveth n 
wccvunt 4 any of bis matters : and if w 
have riſings of heart againſt this, Go: 
will, before he hath done with us, briny 
us to acknowledge, that here is reafo! 
| to ſtap our mouths; fo he di 


T. Yet the Deſertion ſhall laſt no lon 
oc than ill = __ x iy is —_—_ 
d aims at ſomething by it, and accot 
Gingly, uſeth it as a mediiim fn orde 
thereunto ; and conſequently he wil 
continue it no longer then Gll he hatt 
flone that by ie which he 1 
fer; and this muſt needs be fo, hecauſ 
God'is infinitely wiſe, and will do* na 
ebing in vain : how then ſhould he con 
tinue to do that which himſelt calls hi 
ffrange wirk, any longer then there 1 

©ccalion for it. | 
- 3- Hence thoſe Defertion; that 'ar 
fo; Chaſtiſcment, uſually end wheo w 
L's 


— 


_— 


= in this courls* he hath therefore ſaid, : 
ol. . IF. 1 wil p return t0 my pun 
call rl pu ar x" their cffemce, xd pre | 


ns» -_—. 4p 


Diſcovered anq Kemedied. 
are brought to Gods foot, and 
by them. If God correats .vs for our 
folly, and we continue to be fleut and 


refractory, or careleſs and 6, ig 
refractory regardle 


is not to be wondred if he proceed 


wy face: and David tells us how long it 
was with him in this regard, antl how. 
he obiained a return, Pal. 37 3» 4+ Fo 
4+ There are ſome tions that 
have their frequent revolutions : thera 
are the turns that fome of Gods Childreny 


are entertained withal: ſometimes they;. 


| arc in the lightyzand anon in the dark g* 


now they are:tifted up, ly. 
they are caſt down ; and they can'coms 
to no ſz:ttlement 2 God is nor-to be.con- 
tended with when ir is ſo; bue if we 
{carch ditigently, we may poſlibly find 
a ſufaory reaſon in our ſelves for it. 


F- God will thew his manifold wif - 
- | dom in bringing of his to glory;S$c hencs 
,acs very difterently wich them in the 


EXercile or trial of their graces. If God 
may be glorified by us, char ſhould @- 
tisfis us; and in this way he gaineth 
great glory ; hence, 

| C2 _ :, Some 


* , | .* 
$6 4 in > 
—— — — + — 


ol g 
oe” > car 


> 2%» 


ew of theſe defi 


ſo very ſhort : ar 
pai of the 


t: Of fach we ha 


the Pſalmifts remark, Pſal. 89. 15, 1 


'#bey ſhell walk, O Lord, in the light of t 
"Coun enance ; in thy name ſhall they rejoy 


ll the 6 

2. Others-have more of theſe ar the 
+#etting-out, and afterward- they enjoy 
= ſerenity. God pleaſeth to hol 
© a conſiderable time in the dar! 
bcfore he makes remarkable Giſcoveri: 
Of kimſelf- ro them ; though he giv! 
-them:the gracs, yer they want the con 
-Fort of-4t 3 but afterwards, after humbl 


waiting, he comes in. wh his wondro. 
Dghte, and replenifheth them with it 


they find the meaning of that, P/a/. rr: 


«d wnto the upright there ariſeth light i ti 
"darkneſs ; —_— day [EE ſeren 
ſun-ſet, and in the etening it is lig 

'3. Others begin fair, but are afte 
wards tried with awſul withdrawing 
Gcd-at -firſt ſeals his love up to them 
"takes them into his chambers, and man 
Keſteth his wonderful love to them : an 
alter that hc _— his - provideno 
teward chom, and they arg garried 'int 

*S - 4 Wee 
x 


G. 


___— ; _ - bat 
} 


|, Diſdovaray and Keniodied: 57> 
& waters there 35s m0 anding 2 

—_ wr Hh they hay been Royally feaſte> 
f their a his love; they ar called to the trial # 


> have ; ir ace - by his withdrawings.. 


'F, 16, cloſe, of Devids Reign. , ; 
t of thy 40. hers have a po won I 2 'J 
ehe inn and EenUing 15 he ; 

Rt he 'G — ſeth. a ro. of clouds* 


e their and darkneſs, in which they feel no - 

njoy 2 ſmall exerciſe, So it was with Fob. 

> hold 5. Others are kept in the dark all their.» 

dark, days; and y ſet ina cloud too; 

weries| the Apo ks of ſome ſuch, in Heb:. 
gives| 2+ 15. who thy 

* COM: their life _ 

umble find t 

ndrous —_— 

ith it; TF5- 1 49 

. 122. youth up. Now in all. fre of =—_ 

t inn the bein about his own glory, and carries, 

ſerene on the laving | $00 ood of his Children, and 

iſpu 


þ So ted but adored in the: 
after- rary conduct which he affords than, 
wings | through lite and time, 


them, 
mani- yy 4 2: That bis. fo oy fronds 


ads - " 


|: and rage. is froubleſome NL to yy” 
idenoe] #s that which opprefſet Pr BY | 
ge rene re} 

oe? C3 Thers | 
Ga "ON OTIS CS aries © W ip 4 a 
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55 HSpiritua} Deſortions 
| Thecs are two things:that may here 
come under conſideration, 
| x. We may cnquire into-the nature 
and operation _ trouble. 
2, We may obſerve, whence it is that 
abeſe Defſertions are ſo terrible to them ? 
_ x, Concerning the nature and. opera- 
mon of this trouble, we may firſt cake 
So_ wp» wry i, and then trace 
n the e whi t produceth i 
the Chriſtian. w” 
x. Of this troub'e take this 


eneral 


from him. 
word-uſed in our Text is very emphaii- 
oe, which is fd ini the defciip- 
tlon, and may be laid forth ih the open; 
ing of it. Here thereſore obſerve. 
2: The ſubje& of theſe hidings 4 and 
that is «4 Child of God, That cheloymay 
them hath been already © 
ved & made manifeſt ; as alſo that thare 
k a vaſt difference between Gods w_ 
from theſe, and from wick<d mer) ;, a 
mecordingly there are alſo differen: re- 
flo@cmencs in them, both as. to the things. 
wherein God hideth,, and. the entert=in- 


mene 


=y 


jo -- 


—__—_— = thereunts. 


muſt therefore carry in our minds whons 


it i creating about. | 
lbs I ns Giſh - 


2. We are 
trouble proceeds z wit. The aqpregogen 
of Gods: withdrazuing from them. | 
here obſerve, G 


1. The foundation of this trouble is- 


in the deſertion it ſelf ; it is that which 
gives being to it. If God ſhould 
withdraw, they would not thus be troue.- 
bled : could they always enjoy the 

of his countenance, it would 


ud 


not. > 


- 
© —- "4 
o- 
wo 


4 
} 


F 


ly ſaisfy them, Ict what elſe will beial. 
m. Pſal. 24. 4 When Ludlk throgh | 
the valley of 1 of death, I will feat 


no ill, for theu @t with me. = 

2. That which nexily produceth this 
troubls is their apprehenſion of this, 
Sometimes =_ are in ſo drowſy a framay 
that God is hidden, and they are inſeas, 
gf it, and fo long it diſquiets then 
nat ' How long it was thus with David, 
we cannot certainly tell, bue it was fo 


and cannot 
ditreileg. 


find- 
CES 
C 4+ 
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A Spiritual Delertiong 

to give ſuch -a touch on the Con- 

Kience __, his withdrawing, which 
e 


quicken nſe ; ſo te ſound itin, 
Cant. ſ- 4- My beloved put is bis band by 
the bole of the door, and my bowels were 
'wwoved for bim, And the reafon is, be: 
cauſe he ever deſerts them with a purpoſe 
eo return again, and this is in order to 


3- The trouble it ſelf is a diſtrefling 


perplexity of Soul. We obſerved that 


the word ſignifies ſuch a Conſternation 
as leaves a man, in his own apprehenſi- 
©n, without counſel or help : he is 

t-into a labyrinth, and: cannot 
The his way out ; he cat Jook no way 
but he is entangled, and. this diſtras 
him ; fo he complains, Pl. 88.1 5. While 
' ſuffer thy terrours, I am diftrafted. And 
we have ſuch moans, P/al. 31. 9, 10. 1 
aww in- trouble, mine eye is conſumed, with 


of, 8c. And 38. 8, 10. I an feeble and. 


jw _— uſes the 
}/quictweſs 0 art, my heart pants, my 
TX | Fie, ie is th | oft 
-:4- For vality © the m 
Na | Not but that there are de- 


d, it is the greateſt 0 


w_— 
*% 
Ss _ - 


in ict, as'will anon a buen 
J f any. thrs 


we 


_— « - ” 
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is ho other ſort ©I deltrefs that a Chil 
of God meets-with that is comparable to- 
it ; all are tolefable . in compariſon with' 
this ; hence tlige, Prov. 18. 14. The ſpirit. 


| of a man will ſuſtain bis = ity3 but @ 
cC_ ſpirit $ho can bear ? Bur this 
will be more gvident by conſidering of 


the effets Which ic produceth in the. 
Chriftian. Only let me premiſe in ge- 
neral, that thps trouble operates divertly, 
both as to ner & de _— 
ly as God hide his face from them. We 
muſt thesefofe conſider theſe e feats ac- 
cording to thhy diverſity, and there are 
ſome that ace @mmon to all, and there 
are others that pre proper to theſe and 
tlioſe, cure they are accummo-* 
datcd to jthelr particular reſenem=nts: 
= may take a brief accoum of each of 
them. 

I. Thoſs effeAs which are common 
to all&rce principally ſuch as theſe. 

r. It renders their life very uncom- 
fartable. If God hide his ſace, they loſe 
theic comfort and jy : if this light be 
G—— | are ks to (it in darks 
rels ; and un ace upon every 
other condition are in ; fo that, 

L lt takes away the cogitort of prof” 


C's periey — *! 
ui 
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9 Spiritual Ovdprtions: 
perity. Lee God give them- never fo 
much of the outward enjoyments of this 
fife, Health, Strength, Weakh, Fiicnds, 
liberty, &c. they cannot take content in 
chem. When they could. enjoy God in 
and with t' eſe, then they could reſent 
this kindneſs, and be dcligheed in.them ; 
but he is wichdrawn, and what good 
can theſe do them ? if one thing want- 
ed, will cat out the Worldfings comfore 
In every thing elſe, when 'he hath the 
greateſt affuence thereof ; as that milſera- 
ble Hamaen confeſſed. Ft. 5. 12, 13. 
What then muft the abſeace of. God do 
to g Believer, whom he, relics upon as 
his portion ? What comfars had David 
in his Kingdom, and all:the glorizs ot it, 
when God was withdrawn irom |.im ? 
See kow he cries out, P/a!. x43. 7. bear 
we ſpeedily, O Lord, my ſpirit fails, 

2. It embicters every other —_— , 
- adverſity ix felt is an evil which innacenct 
mature doth not eaſily reſent; but yer 
when he had God with him, he could 
go through fire aud water, and bear ic 
well-cnough, 1. 43. 2 but now he kes 
Gods anger in the cod ; affliaion comes, 
and God is gone; and that is an evil 
indeed, where ſhould a Chi'd of Ged 


OI nd 


w gy - med ———_— - » __ Ub On 4 


. . 
"EN F 
AK: fb... 2 an abt. hate * 


A - * 
ww. "—_— 
i” | 


#8. 73. 17a | 
till I wene intoJybe Senfiuary. he mer. | 
with an in the world a 
caſe his F 


and on Rt him, nor con he take: - 
reſt any, where. , 

2: [Ic tills thera wich fears, there” a7 
filial, and there.is a {laviſh ſear ; the : 
preceeds from the Spirit of Aoftion, - 
and the other hom a Spri Bonds 


_—_— tas —_—____ ue” an 
Fo - 


£5 Spiritual 

'and as there are the beginnings of the 

fo the remains of the other in the 
of God: the operation of 

theſe is divers, and oftentimes very much 


mMmixt in them at _ a times 
the Pſalmift ſaith, Pſal. 219. 120. My 
' » FNeſh trembleth 4 fear of this, and 1 am 

8id of thy Tudgments ; and fever more 

, then when nnder Deſeftions 3 inal- 
much as theſe afford occaſidns for this 
fear to be ſtirred ; this &e when it 


comes, brings its terroxrs alpng with it. 
3- It makes them reſtleſgtill. the deſer- 
tion be removed, and Gd reveals his 
Face again to them. Thgfe will indeed 
be the ſtirring of corrupyon as well as 
grace in this diſquieetmem of mind; 
but in the whole they cannot abide 
quict under. theſe withdrawings ; nor 
can any thing in the world give, ghem 
fatisfaion in the room of that pre 
of his : the Spouſe, in Cant. 5. whert her 
Heloved was withdrawn, could not lyo 
Nill in her bed, nor abide within doors 
bug ſhe muſt up and after him, nor could 
abuſes ſtop her in her queſt, or ſhe be 
at any reſt til] ſhe had found him a 


gain. 
2. Wih reſpe& to the ſryeral reſent- 
Es - macgis. 
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, Oblerve, - 
z. When they reſent Gods hiding of 
of his Afifences; | 
races fail oor os rn | 
0 of chem, agd they appre e mSans. 
Wa of grace in great meaſure unprofitable. 
his | to them; inſtgad of growiag in 
it | grace, they \yather wicher and decay, + 
ic, | and temptatighs prevail, and they ara 
er- | drawn into fin : che effeas eſpecially 
his — « b, . 
ed I. This them with an apprehen: 
-[ ſion of Gods 
d ; them ; and i 
Je | fearful tokeg-bf Gods diſpleaſure at his 
or Children#fan when he leaves them to 
Ni ſin, and withdraws his Spirit from them z 
o__ Sam. 24. I. the er of God 
Was led againft Iſrael, be moved © 
yo | David againtt them, to ſay, go number Iſra: | 
Ss | and Fudab, How ſhall they be able 
Id | to purſus their work, and. obtain the | 
e Crown if thus leſt ? God is angry in: 
a- _ _ he lets every  _ os 
guiſh, and corruption to gather ſtrength, 1! 
e- | and curry t Captiys, pw | they can- 


Q 
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——CO.. bros wt. At tlie. nts on 


hem Id | 
: IEEE i. 3 


H 


; 


4 


; 


E 
[4 


32 


Fr 


fore in this trouble of hi runs up to 
the cauſe. of it, viz. hif carnal conki- 


dence, wrſe 6. 


bringeth them to confeſs and 
don of God, P/al 32.3, 4, 5: 
of him to have his Spiric refto-ed, 
new heart created in them, and all that is 
in them ſer right again, P/al. 51. 10, 11, 
and nothing can tatisfy them till chey 
obtain _ at his _— PE Y 
2. When they a t- 
ing them as to comtert ; when he hides 
light of aſlurgacy trom them, and 
| = 


—_ 
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folation, agit 
of it, ſuch @ his comftore in it; | 
helped by JGods enabling of tim © | 


read his owp evidences, and to judge of | 
the reality them, and by his co-wit-9 | 
neſling them. When th 


y 
1ight in him, hec he hath not 
while deceive himſelf, and buik on a 
falſe hope z,Sut of doubt this fear ſtirred 


%o -<dihets:: Elan ett dew a Let a 


thoughts. about * the 
become of hini.at laſt? if he 


2, 


I 
b-4 


& Sypicinal Krens 
if he ſhould then be* found a cheat; 


and, if Chri# ſhould ſay w him, 1 never 
knew jou, how dreadful it be? and 
on thn account the Terrogs of God make 
bim _ | | 

2 With reſpe& to the degrees of theſe 
Deſertions. God dbch —_— hide 
himſelf alike, neither as to the. graces, 
nor, as to the comforts of his people : 
and hence there are divers imeaſures of 
this, darkneſs, and diſtreſs which is _ 
them ; the loweſt whereof, are terrible, 
bu®Fer with more aRtivity of ſaith than 
the other. Here then, . 

1. If the Deſertion -be' in lower de- 


grees. \ 

x., It fills him with deep ſorrow and 
moyrning. Let God be r&ycr fo little 
departed, when he knows it, E-produce:h 
this in him, nor can it do leſs ; & makes 
him to ſay. as Pſal. 38. 6. 1 am trapbled, 
1 am bowed down greatly, I go mourning ail 
the day long : griet and titcerneſs ſerzeth 
kim, and 1c fills his eyes with tears, ard 
tis heart wich ſighing. 

2, It raiſeth a combat, between hope 
& fear. There is ſome ſtirring of faith, 
there is alſo a great moving ot ditffidence 


and diftrſt z his beart i full of toſſings 
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as yo CR eight, and endea- _ 
vours to buoy him up n; there 
is a wreſtling, & 6? 


unbelicf : He, pleads with God, 
the caſe with him, b 
fo he, Pſat. 


rock, wh 
vn -.. 
again, Pſel. 32.22. 1 


T7 / 


hs Tr and oxpoſtulates with 
Plat: 8g. 5,6. wo Sk egy fore 
wilt thou not revive me? : 
2. If the defertion be in higher de* 
. toy By comes to = for FO. T0. 
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66 Spiricuak Pefertions 
and infrequent ; the $ are uſually 


anſwerablz ; and though faith be not 
utterly extin, yet ics _ are nexi 
to indiſcernable, bue unhelief gets head 
- and breaks forth into amazing effeas ; 
the principal whereof are fuch as theſe, 
" Tx. It makes him to deny all the 
work that was wrought in him. He 
not only queſtions it, but paſſeth a de- 
finitive ſentencg upon it. He concludes 
that he hath plaid che hypocrite” all 
this while ;. dilzmbled with God, and 
Hnpoſed upen men, and deceived his 
own foul. David had ſome ſuch re- 


fenunents on him, when he prayed 


God to Create a clan hyart in bim, Pſal. 
I. 10. nay, thoſe very things which 
etimes were his evidence for his 
good eſtate, and in which. he could 
take comp ow now turned into ar- 

guments to diſprove it,9Þ + 
2. a againſt God. 
He hath, in this condition, .to do with 
the fierce Wrath of God ; he appre- 
hends that God hates him, and is his 
enemy, Job 33. Wherefore bideft thow 
thy face, and eG me for thine enemy ; 
and verſe a6. thus writefs bitter things «- 
gan? we, The very thoughts of _ 
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Diſcouered and-Komedied. 65 
which were wont to be his relief and 
ſolace are now his- diſtreſs, P/a/. 77. 3. 
I remembred Gof and was - and 
he begins to call all the encouragements, 

opes that ever he had from 
him in queſtion, and ſuſpeas the truth 
of them all, verſe 7, 8, 9, will the Lord 
caſt off or. ever? &e, and is _ 
conclude that he hath ſerved an hard 
maſter; to ſay, as Pſal. 73. 13. 1 bave 
oleanſed mine beart in vain, | have woſud. 
mine bands in innocency, | 
. This hurries him to conclude him- 
wif a Caſt-away. Ir brings him to the 


| very brink of deſpair, and: he: is ready 


to vote himſcif yot only an unregenerats 
perſon, but obate ; that as he never 
was a Child of God, fo he never (hall 
be : he is juſt throwing himſelf upon 
this deſperate concluſion, Lam. 3.18. 2 
ſaid, " frength and mine Lope is p riſked: 
from tbe Lard: And this puts bim. ineo. 


| a deadly diſcouragemeat, and produceth 


fuch _— as theſe. 

x. It diſcourageth him- from all nſe 
of means : Thoſe very Duties and Ordi- 
nancer, which were heretofore his Me 
light, are now his terrouc, and he is a* 


frail of them, What ſhould he pr 
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68 Spiritual Deſertions 

for ? God will not hear. him : Wh 
ſhould he read the word ! he reads nc 
Tin 
1y.t in it $ evi inſt him 
Wis Roma he go tg a | Houſe c 
God, to attend upon the Ordinance 
there diſpenſed ?\ he ſhell but encreal 
his guilt, and lay in the more again! 
himſelf, when every Prayer and Sermo. 
will-riſe up in the-judgment to condemi 
him : he dares not approach to th 
Lords Table, left he ſhould.there a nev 
Seal = = own Damnation. 

2. It makes hirh to put gay all cour 
fcl- and comfort, and fſnatch at a 
terrours and affri Devid fait 
in, Pſal. 77. 2. Is th 


day of my troubl; 

refuſed to be comforteds, Let Godl 

friends a y to him the- en gmen! 

of the Goſpel, and lay open before hir 

the mercy and pitty of God, __ = | 

avay from him, and concludes th thi 

dech' not belong to- him : che prothilc 

are ncne. of his, but the threatnings, an« 
he reads his own doom in them. -- 

3- This nakes him afraid either « 
live or to dy. His trouble is fo intenſe 
that ſometimes his Soul chuſerb fravng ling 
and Jamh rather then bis life, #1 be, Fo 
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EleRive power in man involves ie 
ja it, They we 


72. I5., And yet the very thoughts ot 
death are a grievous amazement to him 
becauſe he is afraid that it will but poſt 
him over to the conſummation of miſe- 


ries. Hence we read of thole, who 
through fear of death, were gll cheer As 
time ſubje# to , Heb. 2. 15. y 
Jet it befobſerved, that chough he 
g-_ it not, yet. there are the 
eftores of Grace even under this diſtreſs, ' 
and ſometimes he, before he-is aware, - 
Salls God bigGod ; and ſometimes he ex- 
-proſſeth his ardent longings, Oh ! that 

e would not utterly caſt me off, Oh! 
that he would give glimmerings of 
his light ! {@ 

2. Whence it is that theſe Deſertions 
are ſo terrible to him ? 

A. Here in general, tet us obſerve: 

T7. That man is naturally inſa 


Gets of: herein, and aril-0 
mir Th ns. 


—_— principal 
of Humane nature, can be no more 
ſeparatd from -it than Humanity ; the 


"They were the crys of nature, as 
well as *of Grace which he nttered in 
that _— xz Chron. 4. 10. Ob that this 
wouldeff bleſs we indeed, and that they 
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5 Spirittal Defertions __ 
wouldeft keey we from evil, that it may wei 
grieve me. 


2. That man is a dependent Creature, 
and muſt have ati obje& of «ruſt, for 
happineſs, and freedom from evil and 
miſery. He hath not his feficity, nor 
his ſecurity in himſelf, but muſt have it 
from abroad ; and if he have it, he 
muſt have an obje& that ighble to de- 
tive ic to him, on whom he may rely ; 
elſe bis eraſt will be vain bis ex- 
peRation ſruftrate : henc> their com- 
plaint on this account, Lem. 4. 17. As 
for ns, our eyes yet failed for our wain belp: 
w” our watching we beave Watched for n 
nation that conld no: ſave'ns. 

3- If therefore his obje& fail him, and 
he have no other to rely upon, he muſt 
needs be perplexed. It is a killing thing 
to be diſappointed in ones expectation, 
w which bis al is a” A and it 
e my 0 e makes the . bears to 
fame, the $ Ber 6 of it muſt needs 
make it to dy in the man 4 cfþecially 
when he ſees no other cou'ſ: to be 
taken, or any other refuge where he may 
repair this 4oſs : it will make btm to ſay 
as be, Fudg 18. 24. Te bave take awty 
wy Gods, and what heave 1 more ? 

EET > 4. And 


V_ 


hereby, 
op muſt he needs be. Iv is cer- 
cain that according as men apprehend 
the good or evil they are concerned in 
they will be I_—_y affected 
with it ; for che affetions are moved 
by the will, according to the reſeryment 
which it hath of the good or evil which 
are the objeats of it Theſe things are 
accom eo the rational powers 
which God Hath pyt igto man, and are 
anſwerably exerted by the Children of 


: |, God, in whom grace deth not deſtroy 


buc reaify nature. Here theretore let 
us taks a partidblar account of them, as 
they refer tothe magter before us, in the 
following Concluſions. 

1. A Child of God hath been ma 
apprehenſive of the fearful miſery umier 
w he was by fin. This is —_ 
in the Hrar: and Conſcience by « 
Spicic of God, in order to the m 
of the Children of men the Child:en 
God ; agd the remembrance of it abides 
with them as long as they live. Fallen 
man is in a e condition, hav- 
ing 1} his :ight to all good, and bei 
flalen under a curſo - _ tavolves a 
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I as _— 
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felicicies in it, The natural man det 
not reſent this of himſelf ; but Goc 
when he comes to convert a ſinner, r« 
veals it to him, and makes him to knoy 
ic and feel it, and that both tempor: 
and ſpiritual : hence that, Fer. 2. rc 
Knew and ſee that it is an evil thing an 
bitter : and this belongs to the work © 
the Spirit, Fob. 16. 8, He ſhall convinc 
the world of /i. 

2. He hath been deeply concerned tc 
eſcape this miſery, and obtain etei 
nal felicity. This alſo liath been th 
fruic of the operation of the Spiric i 
kim : for, though nature it felt flimu 
lates men to enquire atter an eſcape, up 
on convidtion of danger, and to ui: 
means to-obtain it; yet it is God onl! 
who Fath diſcovered the way for it 
and moves the foul to hearken after ic 
for, by the light of nature there was nt 
diſcovery of this : ror can the fiatura 
Yan comprehend it, when it is diſcoverec 
in che Goſpel : tut God hach touched 
the heart of this man with a remorc. 
and an enquiry, What fuall 1 d#to be S: 
ved? and tnade him very follicicons tc 
obtain it : he was loth to periſh, ant 
Jonged that he might '6fcafe ; and th 
| (CrICul 


n doth 
| God, 
0, ICs 
know 
nporal 
2. 19. 
g and 
ork of 
VINCE 


ned to 

eter- 
n the 
Irie in 
flimu- 
e, up- 
oO ulz 
| only 
or it, 
erit; 
az n6 
atural 
vered 
uched 
mnorce 
be Sa- 
us to 
, and 
d the 
TICUIS 


Ll « 


| 


| 


* 4a ® ha : te” 


Diſcovered and Kemedied; 77 
terrours which he read in CO—_— 
_ ſo great por maps Tomas ſach on 

is expectation of qþeir laVing upon hi 
that Pn ifly lafiged for relief. n 

*2 Me hath found the emptineſs an 
intufficiency of every other obje 'of 
eraſt : He tfath been looking every way; 
for relief; he hath been trying maty 
ny Vets Bll, _ ay have 
all di :im ; þe hath gone to 
the np that hath deceived him $ 
he hath looked to his priviledves, and 
they have not ſuccoured him ; he hate 
attempced his own Rizbreoufne/s,and that 
hath failed kim $ he hath accordingly 
bzen broken off from all theſe, MP 
dares jo lopger to look that way ; hathy 
cefolved as they, Hof. 14. 3. 4ſhur halt 
”.s fate us, Wc. and Fer. 34.23. in 
o 4is it (alvatigs boged for from the bilh, 
and the multitude of monntvins. 

He hath diſcovered the fulneſs 6f 
ſuthciency chere is in God, thro" Chriſh, 
to deliver him, and make him pany 
bleſſ2d, God hagh jnade himfelt knows 


co him in his communicable perfeRtionsy 
to he one in whgm he may truſt for 
ſalvation ; and hath revcalzd himſelf ry 
ths face of Griſt, 2s a God ready to 
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receive him, and beitow eternal falyat' 
On upon him : he hath ſeen that he cat 
deliver him from all his miſfecies, an 
Ml him with thoſe Klories which hal 
make him ſatisfied : he hath appBared ©: 
wg as a = we 4 ap and the autho 
of grace and.giory and every-pood 1 
Pla. $4. = ONG that 11 able *to Nx: 
bir to the uttermoſt, H®b. 7. 21.*%and h 
Hath been made to believe that all re 
are beſſed that put their truſt "in him. « 
5. He hath utterly renounced all othe! 
ouſt and placed his alone hope in God 
rough Chriſt for ſalvation. He hatt 
reed the world, both men and thing 
of it, and caft off all his own righteouſ 
neſs and firength, and cheſgn God it! 
Chriſt for his portion, and ſaid vo him, 
as Plal. 73. 21. Whom bave 1 im Heaver 
$ut thee, and there "11 mothing ' on the earth 
rhat 1 deſire im @mpariſon of thee ; and 
hatch obliged His foul to this, as Plat. Gz 
I, 6. my ſoul :ruſt thou in God alone, &c. 
.. 6. Hence his life is bound vp in the 
avout of God: All, hjs help is in that ;; 
hath-no where elſe to po:; he 15 re- 
Kyra in thi>, that if God do not fave 
m, he muſt pziiſh ; 1f he be got his 
Poxuon, be muſt have -nong : - if. God 
| £8 ſhould 
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Diſcovered'4 


| ſhould fall him, he hath no where 


to repair, hut mult needs ſink ; he 
| ly doſpairs of having fuccour from 
other hand; he hath no other ſtring 
his tow ; he *can not. $0 jd ik whit 
elſe, but faith, oy Joh. 6: ither 

w'e go, | bow. on!) the wards of erernal 
life, 

2" Henos the md f God cannot 
but be very terrible to him, if he hath 
his whole ence for tinge and eteg- 
nity 6n Gods favonr ; furely then it 

not but bs yery bittsr, co ſee him ail: 
ver his: _ er, and! fook to him as 

nem $1s it that he alone accounts 
fear A "Pat 76. 7. Thou, even thou Tt 
to be feared, and wh is be ghat can feud, 
won e 1hiu art angry? 
hoſe withdrawioſ's: of hls diſcover 
B.. as an angry God, to* his 
Thay readily read wrath and i 

n 


them ; hence che Plalmiſt oye 
bin, 


plains how oe Ja wrath lay ups 
in theſe di ns.” P/z!, 88. Ay) [ 
wrath lies _ wp0n me : '1by fierce wr, 
goeth over me. 

9. Hence proportionably to heir 
prehier:fion of_this wrath, muſt eheir,1 
ſtreſs be As i "cunt it bappincka 
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"Compleat to have this God their friet 
and father, fo that it is the toÞ of miſe; 
*to. have him for their enemy : and cl 
more of comfort they haye ever felt-i 

communion with him, the more oppre 
ſing muft his withdrawing be : hen: 

that, Fob 31. 23. Deſftruttion from Gt 
265 4 Ferrour 10 me, and by reaſon of L 
"bighbneſs 1 could not endure.” Chrift is h 
A "Col, 3. 4 Andif his life 'have d 
erted him, what ſtiall he do ? whithe 

Thall he go ? he knows not haw to liv 
at, preſent without hit ; if his God b 
gone, he Gays out as, P/al. 38. to. 14 
heart pantt, my Rrength fails me, He 
defolate and bereaved, and becauſe a 
His hope for &ternity is bound up in Go 
if he is brought into fear whetFes eve 
he will ceturn again, he'is at a 1ofs abou 
- ls intereſt in bim, and ſifpeats whethe 
He hath not caſt him off tor ever; th 

very . thoughts of loſing theſe glcrion 
'Fe ens, and plcaſires, and joys tha 
are in hls preſence, and at his right han 
for 'evermore, and undergoing tliof 
miſ® ies which he hath had af appre 

henſica of, which are the portion of choſf 
Eat tnuſt be eeernally ſeparated*from hi 
grelcaR, fiuſt needs be diſmal boyount 
PET _ 
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Diſcovered 
| | conception. None can apprehend .or 
believe it, but the Soul that feels it ; nor 


can he exprgls it to others, ſo bitter & 
dreadful it u5 ;. and he may well cry out 
85 the Church dotb, in Lew. 1.32. Behold 


-| and ſee,jf there be any ſorrow like my ſorrow.. 


US Ei I Fo INFORMATION 
is 4 ſew patticulore. . 
x. Learn herice what a fogliſh ching it 


COtL ona 
themſelves carnal. * 
We ought indeeg co he the cxercts - 
of Faith, and labour always to ſtrengthen. 
and eſtabliſh it 7 but 'there is a og 
ciow which the beſt are in hazard of, and. 
if they reckon it” to be a. ſtrong lakh, 
they grievoully miſtake themſelves. Foc 
a believer, when he finds .his heart cn. 
aged, to think himſelf Temptation proof, 
and bs thereupon adventurous beyond a 
Call z or becauſe. he-now Rayds in the 
light of Geds countenance, to. conclude that. 
he ſhall never be. beclouded again, bs 
carnal confidence. : and the Doarine be- 
fore us will. diſcover the folly of it, if 
we conſider; y 
' T. That there is a vaſt difference by- 
eween this and faith in exerciſe. And 
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28 Spirittal Deſt | 

make this evident we have need to tak 
notice only of this, viz. Tharyfaith is a! 
Ways accompanied, in its exerviſe with hol, 
Jeer : a Child of God dares indeed tc 
cruſt in him.; but he knows, that thi 
Faith is ts be ſound in the uſe. of means, 
and not.to indulge a negleRti of them : 
+ Hence that, Epb 75. 15. See 1h? you walk 
Circumfpetily. Paith. tells him that. if he 
> yp have God to keep him, he'muſt 
ok to bis. ways, and not lay himfelf o: 
_- ſecurigy. Whar further diff-rence 
there is berw?en theſe, »will bs feen th 

that which follows. Wl ak 
., 2. There is no reaſon for- us to pro- 
miſe eur*"flyes that we ſhall hever be 
Deſerted, but on the other hand, great 
zeaſdn to expe it. Faith wught "ro © be 
- able coxgive atcaſon for its conficenee, 
there is none to be renUred for this, 


gl The beſt of Gods people bave been 
Deferred :: So th2r Grace is* ho ſecurity 

aint fr. What hath been, may be. 

__ we canprove ſome particular im- 
munity grinted vs on this account, we 
have no ground to monopoltze any pris 
vitdge to our {:lves,* ®hich none bt the 
Sis which cver before us, could 
ns | + _ * challenge. 
| & 
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challenge ono ae 
and who are e 10 


we ſhould promiſe 
ite wr is written 


indeet m_ that” 


peaſumjaien 3; a o 
maſt rely on the -* | Bo, 
beyon@which op dgnery yt ">. 

| Ax'ipng as-we live here; wear tt + 
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deceitful 0 ' us, © 
will betray ub, Os oY 
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werſary that licth- in waic ro hurt us; 
and we walk in the midſt of ſnares, 
aAd traps, atxd pits that are covered, 
and if we be not the more watchful, 
we ſhall be enſnared in them. 

- 4 Nay, God may, if he ſees meet, 
TÞ exerciſe us, when we are moſt heed- 
tul to our ſelves: for we obſerved, 
&hat God may do it for the farther 
exerciſe and advancement gf the Grace 
of his Children ; and accordingly dif- 
penſcth. himſAf, in his regard, with a 
[ deal of arbicrary liberty ; ſo that 

ugh we take hced co our fely-s, 
\and. diligently attend to Gods counſels, 
that we may be brought inco the daik; 
Tor this is preſumed of ſuch as. feer the þ 
Lord, and abey the woice of bis Servants, 


Ja. 5o. xo. not but that the moſt like- 
lyWay. to enjoy the moſt of God with 
" Ws, is to walk cloſe with him, in obe- 
dicnce to his revealed will :» however, 
he is Soveraign, and-liis wildom knows 
what is beſt ; we theretore ought nt 
xo be ſecure, *þ 

3- It will greatly encreaſe the perplex- 
Sy of a deſertion, when it comes unex- 

gy We are wont to ſay, forewarw 

& fire ref. elections ars hard 10 
. A . ſr, 
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t us;| bear, when. we are beſt pr for 
ob could ſay, Chep.3.26* 


Jares, | them : though 
ered, | 2/7: the thing oft 1 greatly feared is come 
hful, | »pew we, Fe. Yet the temptation of it 
put -him too much out of frame. But- 
eee, | out of doubt David: trouble Was the 
eed- | greater, becauſe he was fecure againft it-5 
red, | never looked for the wind to blow any,” 
ther | more from that quarter. Sudden furpris,- 
race | Zes are aftoniſhing, and diſcompoſe vs; . 
dif | much-;. wheres expeted evils are fore 
h a | pondered, and accordingly we are laid 
har | 3n the better co meet. with them ; and- 


els, | 4+ And there is nothing will»- 
1k; | ſooner procure this defertion, thai ſach: 
the and good rcaſon, fort 


_| carnal 

” there is nothing which puts a Child of: 
* God more — frame for the due ſer-- 
ich | ving of God,and Exerciſing of faith ons 
)C- | him, or more expoſech hin co be a pagy 

| to the.adveslary, and crftangled in every 
is | temptation, If Petcy- grow confident' os 
2t | his itrengch, and on. this advearures ſack. 
ther then he had a call, he is enfnared &: 
x- | taken. Aa. 26, If David thinks himielf 
c- - we the reach of ——_— thinks- 
”» igh time to give hitn diſquietmehe;, 
o | Text, Be we then-wamed by ocbers'” 
, Ds þ © xzanplos, . 


no 4 -_ 


Sz Hpiritual Deſrtions : 
—_—_— to take heed to our ſelves, how 
we allow ſuch frames to. grow upon us: 
Sf we do not, it will certainly coſt us. 
forrow before God hath done with us. 
2. *This cells us, chat it is a dangerous 
thing for a Chriſtian, to value himſelf 


oul the comforts which he enjoys 
In;Gods preſence. - It is the.dnty of Gods 
:fo:get and keep.g clear evidence 

of their good eſtate, according 'to; 2 Pet. 
I. 10. give all diligence to make your call- 
ng and eletF5on fure ; and to be very fol- 
ticitous on this account, is a . Gan 
«ehac we value tic favolr of 7- more 
than'life 5 but 8 great wiſdom to ger 
this ſo ſctilcd,, as we may be able to 
make uſc of ic at; all times : and hence 
to have npthing to conclude it from-bue 
theſe comforts; is not ſifes;:. Conſider, . - 
8c It is.crue, it is a forens time with 
areSo, and we cannat bue 
by the expcrience of it. 
A Child of God mult - needs be abs n- 
cantly ſatisfied, when he finds himſclt 56 
che arms and : cmabraces of his 'Saviour, 
when Chriſt brangs his into bis Chambers, 
aud ſpreads his: btwner of love over bim; 
**When he hath all the witneſs, ſeals, and 
carholts of the fpitic afforded him : 
s hence 


as this, when 
Us. But, 


» 


triumph in 


yr qpeſſ——_ 
rar God route is a 


2. What ſhall we do when t are 
loft: 7? we have : been- aſfured  thac they 
may fo be ; ind ta. whaca meaſnye - this 

privation may arrive, God buly knoks:z 
jo it is oa duty 'to-be; laying in lar»Þ 
wet day. A Chriſtian ought to bo pre» 
vided to te gble. ro hold out in a ftarm,. 
as well as to flouriſh" in a calm 2 though 
he | wants the cdmlort;. yer: he ibould: 


how this s to be 


FED at in a __ 


in gcneralylet «a 


tv. ler os nor onl.7 boaſt; rheugh [d 
is great reaſon to boafty in the 
of Gods prefence with us, bt ee 
bour to be acquainted wi. o:c,gro 


_ 


 lezp his reſolution; and fay as-he, Fob 13: 
I5. altbough be fley, me, I wilt 

ec, iti comv'to. be 
» |S # here 


bane, 
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will then fail ns; and_ this is one main 
reaſon why many are caſt down as low, 
upon fuch a tu:n, as they wae b:fore 
exaked + Whereas, cthough»the ſenie of 
'the comſore be gone, yet the reaſons of 
, if they were folid, will abide: and if 
were once? true, they are fo for e- 


ver; any maay b; called ty rewembrane 
for 


2523EFIR 


335 


| and it may poſſibly 
<t 


are times wherein 


ot our tame 
theſe wikhdrawings ; 
work of our, 


will not excuſe us from it ; 


"2 ſuch a 
is no other living at 5 wy 


the vietous exerd 
Heb. 4" but the juſt 


f tt. at fails, our whole wor 
- _ c with it. Nay, 


peculiarly to Oy « 


p:ndei togethe 
of deſortion are 


faith, and not t5 kill it; and 


not ſo improve it,” 
opportunity 3 If 


2 
4; 


loſs 


E 


1 
£2 


and 


TS 
C wp 


SLEE 
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ſhalt 


we 


ſo be, that 
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our 
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$5 © Spirimnal Defentiong 
ber beloved is way, ey 1s 
not to ly ih and give him u 
I ſhall never fee him more ; 3A ay to ger 
up and follow him with refolttion ne- 
ver ” —_— Rus him again, Cart. 
5. an were wi faith that 
carrice her ; ſhe eden Are him ber 
beloved, and arg ues to Ho becauſe ſhe 
finds her ſelf [ck of _ or him, verſe 8, 

3- Here we may ſee one great reaſon 
of the different frames that are* obſerva- 
ble in the Children of God. Ic ig, cer- 
on that they do not at all timcs _y 

iex.the fame manner ; and that ne 
the mn reſpect of their vigorous excrcife 
of holineſs, nor their chearful or com- 
fortable cazriage of themſelves. Some- 
* timcs we ſhall ſee, them very vigorous in 
eheir zeal for the glory of Cod. and pur- 
{uit of the work of their gencration ; 
anon they flag, and are remiſs, and d leſs 
wikchful to themſelves. Sometimes we 
ray ſee them carried above all the 
woild, and in the miLſt of all trials, con:- 
forcing themſelves in the love of God, 
and hopes ot gſory ; anon dreofing & 
diſconſolate, and -cadly ro be overborn 
by cvery Jitle trial which they mect 


withal ; and pollibly we wonder v oy 
«| is 


EY oh 


| OPiſcovered and Kenwodied. 835. 
this is, and are rcady to be ſtumbled, & 
prejudiged at it : but, it. is not . ta, he 
thought a ſtrange thing. Obſerve then, 
I» The Chriltians life depgnds gn the 
influence of the love of God. Paul faith, . 
Gal. 2 20. 1 live by the faith of thi ng 
God who loved me. There is a do 
life of a Child of God; a lite of belaeſs, 
and-a life of Towfort ; the one 
to his Sandtification, the other is a part 
of his Inchoate Glory : now the maintain» 
ce and ſuppore of bath theſe flows 
Fom the Communications of Gods love 
-w him : Not _ _ God in A 
x the principles ot holineſs v im 
as Jer. 31. 3, 1 bave loved thee yo" 68 - 
everlaſt ing lowe, therefore in loving kindneſs 
heave I drawn thee : the upholding & 
aging of y, is by the ſame author, Jobs 
IF. 5. without me ye can do cy Phil. 
| 4-13. 1 can do all things, through Chrif 
frengthning me ; he allo t the God of ol 
Conjoistion, as he is called, Rewv. x5. 5. . 
2. God doth not always appear to 
them alike in the diſpenſation of his Jove 
to ther, , He infecd 07g wy were 
unchangcably ; but in the application of 
this to them, he acts his pleafure, acdor- 
ding to his Wiſdom. Somgtime. he > 
: ES | ES tord> 


gm_ - > 
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83 Hyiritngl Defertiong 
jords thera 2 mighty preſence, in aiding 
of their graces, then their ſouls ſet 
them as the Chariots of Amminadib ; but 
anon he witholds this, and: leaves them 
to themſelves, and then all Nags in, an in- 
. Nant, now their bends hang down and their 
knees buckle under t hem, and their graces 
are in a withering condition. | -—_ 
times he refreſheth them with his fagg ons, 
and then their hearts are as with 
new wine, anon he witholds theſe ra- 
viſhing, and carties it aloof, and they are 
ceft down and diſquieted. Thus he will 
let them know, that their all-depends up: 
on him. 
3- And thee changes many times 
- have their frequent revoludons It is 
not only thus for once and away, but 
the Sun of rigoteouſneſs now ſhines bright 
upon them, anon it is beclauded, and 
chen it breaks out again, but preſently a 
ſible cloud interpofeth. No wonder 
then if there are fuch alterations in theie 
carriage, when chere is ſuch a c I 
Gocs diſcovering of himfclf to 
The coming & going ot the Sun makes 
Summer & Winter. And indeethough 
# be always our duty to b2 in che exer- 
ile of our taith, yet it becomes us - 
Le 72 Carl Y 


hem | advice, Eccl.9q. 14. Is the duy of proſperity 
ver, 


- 


| Diſcovered ang Kemedied. 89 
our ſelyes in the exerciſing of It, 


ſvicably to Gods providence in the dif- 
plays of it to” us. "Tt is the wiſe mans 


rejojce, and in the day of adverſty conſider. 
And Cbrif himſelf gave that obſeryation 
in' Math. 9.15. Can the i. 0 
bride chamber mourn, as long a: the bri 

grogn i; with them 2, but, &c. Antif in 
theſe chey alſo diſcover much of. ſinful 
frailty, it is not to. be admired, ſince 
their giace is weak, and theis corruption 
ſtrong, and ready to take.the. adv 
of an hour of Temptation to exert 
ſelf forcibly. . + | , 


nes | 4 Learn hence what need there is 
| is | that Gods Children ſhould be Charitable 
but | one':o another. Doth God a@ his holy 
zhe | pleaſure in his manifeſting of himſelf to 
nd | them, or in his withdrawing from, 'and 


/ a | delerting of them ? There may ariſe _ 
lev | from hence Temptations ta wound theiz 
cis | Ghaiity cach toward the other, more 
i | ways thanone. We hadaecd then to be- 
m. | very cautlous to our ſelves upon this ac- 
es | count, And here theſe Rules are proper. 
gh x. Let air not envy the» able 
r- | condition of thEm that do always re- 
co | j2y& ia the Lord, Dao we feo fome 

Þ / more 


| n_—_— Es -. 
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o ®Spiritual Delertiong 
more dandled in the lap than others, &, 
like the Apoſtle Fobn, that beloved diſciple, 
leaning in Chritt; boſtm, and having a 
more intimate familiarity with him? 
_ let us beware of 4 hag is fuch 
4 ſpirit apt to appear ; Jamw.4.5. The [51 
ret _ dbelle bn us lufletb my. vp. Is a 
this co murmure acChriſt himſelf? eo find| 
fault with his wiſe-and holy managing 
of his own, as he ſeeth meet? and- ſhell 
cur ey? be evil becauſe his is pood ? What if 
he will that duch an one ſhall have large 
lips of the r:vers of bis pleaſure, whiles we 
are -made to talt of gall and wormwood ? 
What is that to thee*os me ? Let us bleſs 
God for ſuch inſtances, and learn ty 
them, that there is ſuch a thing as re- 
joycing in the Lord : and how vſeſul 
" may this be to help us in our droopings, 
# we coul1 lay aſide our diſcontent at 
_ Gods providence in it ?. think ; God. 

knows whit is beſt for me, and if I had 
ſuch tepaſts as they have, I might grow 
wanton nnder them, and not *make that 
toly improvement of them that they do : 
Lowever, if God will glotity himſelf in 
m2 forme other way, Hig, will be dcne. 

2. Much lefs let us cenſure fach. I 
confeſs, there are ſyme wha talk high of 


cheir 


fa = 


-wh _ 


| 


| ones, when he pleaſeth .hnge # 


< Onmy : 
Diſcovered and\Menftdied. bz 


their aſſurances, and joys, and raptures, 
that give ſerious Chriftians too much rea-. 
fon to ſuſpe& that they labour of ſome 
fearful deluſion, in that mean while they 
indulge themſelves in a looſe and licen- 


j- | tious Coffrerſation z and let all fach take 


heed of the iſſue ; rhoſe follen waters may 
be ſwrt, but the dead are there. But It 


| us Hot ſay that theſe ſpiritual joys are 


_— or concjude that all ſuch as 1 
tend co them are Hypocrites :' no, Ipi- 
ritual joys of oc the Godly mans 
porti6n, Pſal. 99.11; Eight is ſown for the 
riabreous, and” giadneſs for. che apright in 
beart, And God vouch:ſafes to his holy 
ſ# fruits 
of that harveſt in this life. It then we 
fee any tuch living the more holy, en- 
g2ged the more ſtrenuovſly in a ſingular 
enCeavour to ſhew forth the wertues of bim 


| 1hat hath called them out of darkneſs, into 


bis marvaileus light ; "let us acknowledge 
theny to be i beloved of the Lord, ant 
endeavanr to imicate them in their h 
lives, as knowing that this is the mo 
likely way for us to enjoy*more alſo of 
chis t]:fling frgm Gods hand, - 


| 3: Let us not condemn them that are 
in the dark, and full of ſpicitual troubler 
UN. 


_ 
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Suppoſe we ung much tranquillity, and 
ſerenity of Gods preſence with us, fo thac 
we can bear up and be cheeriul, and 
maintain a good hope in God, letus take 
heed of cenfuring and deſpiſing them 
that cannot do as we do. Snppoſe we 
ſee them very diſquiet, to diſcover much 
cf ſinful infirmity, ready to ſpeak in the 
bicterneſs of their Sou's, words that are 
very untuicable, that ſavour. of murmur- 
ing*againlt God, and diſcontent at their 
condition ; yea, poſlibly ſuch as border 
upon deſpair : theſe things indeed: are 
grievous, and we ought to endeavour 
their help againſt them z but ſtill chey 
call for our Compaſſion, and not our Tri- 
wnph overthem. They ought ito bs re- 
proved for it, but yet withal. to be en- 
coyraged : we may fay unto them, as 
Cbrift did to Peter, when he began to /ork, 
and Cryed out, 1 periſh, Ob ! thou of litile 
faith ; but not vote them for unbelievers, 
or conclude them to have go grace, be- 
cauſe ſinful corruption is too hard for 
them, in this junRure of deſertioh : chis. 
is uncharicable, and ſo we May condemn. 
the generali n of Gods Children, This was. 
the fault at Jobs friends, Who, becauſe 


he lec drop ſome upguarded expreſlions, 
un 


1 


| 


| 
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in the bitte of his Soul, pony 
declare him to be a wicked man ; 
for this It is chat he complains of *ccueley 
ſhown him, and he tells them, Chep, 19, 
28, Ye ſbould ſay, why perſecute we bim, 
ſeeing the root. of che matter js found in me, 
Let us think, what would we expett at 
their hands, were our Souls in their Souls 
ſtead ? and demean our ſelves according- 
ly. Ike uf not'thruſt them under water, 
who are already finking, bue put forth 
ah hand for their help, and offer_ them 
the beſt relief that we are able, | 

4. Let us not be too rigidein refleAing 
upon them that dy in aCloud. God ins» 
deed ordinatilycteth in ſore beams of 
light 'into the Souls, of his Children, 
decewich he refteſheth Mem, after they 
have lain a (eng time in the dark, when 
they come® to depare out of this world, 


T for their own and others comfort ; bue 


he is not bound to this,and he can carry 
them thrqugh death ic ſelf, ard. nat m, 
them know or be fatisfyed, till they 

their Souls fallen” ia the hands of the 
Floriaus Ange's, to be carried by them to 
the Eternal Habitafionss, And to how 
great a degree this Deſertion may feach 
at ſuch a tirns, is not tor us preciſely to 


w «mar Os; 4 - - ” Ys. tl 
F oma « 


_--- Spirns Delertiong | 
determine, bar if we find fuch as have 
led holy and exemplaryMives, very dark 
and angious about cheir'eternal ſtate, in 
their laſt agonies, and-poſlibly > expres 
dittle or nothing . of their comfortable 
hopes of their future well-being ; let us 
adore te Soveraignty of God in this 
dark diſpenſation, atid hope. well con- 
cerning them, that. their clouds are now 
ſearrered, and that they are now datisfy- 
oy ages with the everlaſting wi/or: 
and fruzion of God, whom they folewed 
bard ofter in this life, though in' the 
dark. Let us therefare look upon the 
lives they 18d, and make our remarks 
accordingly. * - 7-4 

5. Learn hence that perfet happind6 
is not tobe expeced by the qo 
God, in this world. The truth in, ha 
Gſcovers to us, how utreaſongble a thing 
it is for them to proniiſe it to themſelves 
here: For obſerve, : 

x7. Our felicity conſiſts in our Com- 
mynion wich: God : He'1s our ObjeF;ve 
Happineſs : nothing elſe can confer it up- 
'ofits; and we enfby' no. more of ut, 
than we have of feltowſhip with him ; 
the Church could fay, Lam. X ok Tle 


Lord « my portion ; and the” Pſalmiſt , P/al. 
4 nals 144+ 


4 La, ce 


» gf 
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fu ay Fon IX _ 
in God, hero VI 6D happinek: He 
only can ſave'us from the Evil, which 
otherwiſe will undo bs ; and m_ but 
the good Without 


he can beſtow upon us 


- Ither®' thus the P m4 


e163 F919. 
* Jarrow 


which he why wes, 17 
per —— "2 condi 20 


ret commumon x by roy ic * muſt 


it muſt be/pereel y fo much & | 


be ſalt f this, fo 

bind of that which - our - very naturs 
craves to make us complearly bleſſed: 

PertsR happineſs cawconfiſt in noching 
ſhore bf the-- fruition of our objeRt to 
that degree of the fullneſs / of farisf; tisfactiog 
that we can deſire; fo that. we can r- 
ceive no more. In whatſoever meaſures 
the: Objet communicates it felf 'to ys, 
that are ſhort ob this, they will os 
acuity, which muſt be- repletiſhed, if 


deſcribes it, Plat: 
ſatiefied< ar with 
farms : 'Phal. 16; ule. in why 


preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at thy righ:- 
; hind are pleaſures for evermare. "= 
3- Our Communion with God in this 


li's 'is very inperte, There: is indeed 


. Fo 


ever we come to reft, and ſeek no "fac © 


. 96s Sp 'Defertjons 
_ - a@ fellowſhip which Gods people have 
with him ag preſent: the Apoftle could 
Gy, in x. Joh. r. 3. traly our fetlawſhip is 
with God the Fatber, and with bis Son Fe- 
ſar Chrift ; and hence there i an Ithoate 
blefledneſs which they do enjoy,, on ac- 
count whereof they are declited to be 
now bleſſed ; biit it is not in that fulne's 
which our ſouls gdo crave, and our hopes 


ga aſter, It % but mediate for the 
- and the 


oh this is the reaſon the : Apoſtle gives 
Gt his 
S- 7 


© SIO tit 
4 And this Qomunynion hers is much 
and 


- 


| 


Diſeovered atid i 
have (a:td frequently interrupted. Ie is erue,:: 
-ould [it never ceaſeth, bur-yet it is often be- 
ip is |ouded, and fo obſcured by Deſertiens, - 
s Fe- [Eat we' are plunged into a fad condition: 
bazre tand cannot enjoy the fatisfaRion of our . 
intereſt, but are realy to ſink, and be. 
verwhelmed, and at an utter loſs: wer 
we manygaligry dark nights, which 
us many a tcar and groan, wh | 
miſs and know not where to find -. 
im : and gs long as it is ſo, we are a.. 
reat way off from 2 __——— 
NE oas tht 
$- TIENCE ict Us long an 
time when it ſhall be cotapleateds . , 


iE of that light which is thei life, To. 
weury of Fs wo:1d in diſconeene. av . 
he difficultizs, labour, and tronble thae | 


Jot cd by kim z co wilk for 1 
' feat chearfillly. eG 
= ec 1b hs 
otJingly to; by .Aſligeml,, prepazing #vS- . 
E \# 


=, 
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' ry day gr i ; and, from che very ſenſe 


bf _ —_— —— fele or =_ 
'£d, to Rrengthen our ongings atcer t 

det of that commumon with our 
beloved, which ſhall never be intermittcd 


or: beclouded, is a thing very adviſalle : 


and though it ſhould not make us impa- 


ticrit, or unwilling to tarry' Geds time, 


and do what remains of the work of our 

eneration, yet it may ſafely put us into 
| rv a poſtare as he was in, Bhil. x. 23. 
1 an in a ftrait betwixt two, having a de- 
fire to depart, and be with Chriſt, which 
beſt of ail ; and if our deſertions do but 


« Pur us in this frame, they will be bleſſed | 


*Ones in the event. HE, 

= _—_ hence, the miſF2ble Nate 
Q u ly 
of the Deſertions 
the Saints, and thoſe that are yaw 
loved of G , May point us to 


ge” 
ure how'it is like to be with choſe Phat | 


are the hated of his foul. * It was @ rc- 
mark which Chrift adviſcd them to make 

> the conſideration of what he him- 
- (c 


1.24f ie be done thay itt \s 'wreth tris; What © 
ſpat done in the &y ?* 25d the Apoſtle 


| 


tach a comark nor uglike to this, 's Ver. 
4 


a the conſideration ' 
Which are: incident” to ' 


Eiffered ar the hand'of Gol, Lak 252 | 


* har | Fa x % _ pa 
zFord.maizer of friots Ard Jealoumera | 

/$&\i68 to ſoc'1 3 and bayguls all do r 
RR 2; 


_—_— _ 
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- enjoy this in the ſame manner, or to-che 
{me nor are- in all circumftay- 
Ges alike, I ſhall endegvour to the 
zounſel to be offered, to ſeveral circums. 


r. Tofuch as have had- a dear and 
comfertable apprehenſion of 'Gods love, 
ever "ſince their Converſion. God ſaw 
"meet +to give them eminent diſcoverics 
of his'grace, in bringing them to Chrif, 
and working the _ —_ in chem, 
and did fer the fea] of ic 1o evidently 
"that they clearly diſcerned it, and _ 
have maintained the comfore of it ſtill, 
by a-continned Communion with God. 
[Fhere-are ſome whom God fe tyeats; 
and to ſich let-me fay. 

z. Acknowkdge this as a great favour, 
weeh fGngular chAMkfulneſs, Let God 
. have che praile of 'it, do y ou find com- 
fort in it? remember ie is his giſt, and 
tic-doth not beſtow ic up In all on whom 
he hath <Tonferrca Gi. = think 
how maty drooping ' fouls there are, 
who do <raly fear God, and*would give 
2 workd, if it were +1 their diſpoſe, that 
they might enjoy the ſerenity that you 
do. And let this put you upon ſtudying 
how you may how your —_ 


_ 
a 


_ 


* . 
?, »\ 


| making tha 


; prengets 


| to aker his carrjage towar 
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* 24 iu very. z3 Deware 
ing liſted up in-your minds with. this- 
riviledge. 1 is-a pri ; 
fore are in reſpe?2 If tho deft thi 
ores are in re ings, ins 
the Children of God. As to 9 oor en? 
nal minds, which know no honeys Bn 
are apt to B& Rog” of their 
—. Hanty,. Jravary, on whic, 
you can look upon wich a great, 
Leal of contempt : bur Gods. ol ho 


| are in hazard of being proud of their. 


ſpiritual gitts, and graces, and comforts 
too. - You will 'be temp{ed to think chas, 
there was ſome peculiar worth in you,” 
which God obſerved, which made hing, 
eo be ſo familiar with jou : bur taka 
= fay as, Pſal. if I, Not wat o us, 
And here AweT os, that there is nov ' /, 
ching which. will ſoonec 
you, tham 
pride and feli contgitednefs : . remember, | 
what he hath laid, ]/@. 57. 15. 1 dwell, in, 
the bigh-aud holy place, PAY bim alſo that 


''E; = 


"How 


VG 


rovoks. God © 


— 
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To2 Aris qual Pelertlo 

3s of a» huts and —_— $1 
Humble carriggo the mot bc 

Wn cnioy thy &@ | of a { 


Our. © 
\ 4. Wik vey & 


crcumfpealy. Y 
Tiais lead that you are not out of 
&2:ger of being deſerted ; and that nf 
ally ch» great reafon of Gods hiding |! 
i ws i5 _ regen in. = þ 
Uren; t row Femils, an} ne 

their foirktal warch : ſuch was the C 
of lis Spouſe, It Cent. Fo begin, take [6c 
hen to your felves: it isgths Apoll! 
auvic?, x Per. I. 19. if ye call 647:6+/ 
Wer, Gr. 24/5 the 115.10 of jhur feionn 
dere ii foer. Cantainly, # you woul 
have God © walk wiki: yo%, it concen 
you to. be very care:ul ee walk wit 
Lim 2*if that be comfortable, let it be 
wremetto to yon, to beware haw ye 
&ifpleaſs him, by C0 finefs in . yor 
watch, or by an uagit Conve:faion 3 


«he w . WA 
"- & Take heed Of 11 ing $0.4 PoniZ new 
&e moved Takes warnins by. Di. 
3 You may fe. in his exatnph [;0\ 
| vs a thing iis. to Ery f. 
from your preſi\b lonie, Co 


vil have his Clillrou is. A20'y, 0 
-”” > - 2» Ae w - % % 1 


% A 4% 


2 vitevered and Wien TY 
che preſerving of theie Corr dopmacs 


on his pleaſure ; and*woAnekl have them 


-| to be expeRting Changes every days 
and be put upon carefully provi 


for cher» Know ir, if you. grow Te .. 
cure and prefimptnous in this regard, 
you are in all fixeli not far trom 


If you | 
to deſpiſe ſuch as are under fad | 
drawings, and ſull vf their» bitter cathy 
plaints, your father will cako- te + J 
all at your hands-: they are as dear 
. your | him = are; and he can 
jon ig | ſhift his Providences, and ſee thent 
'| Four light, and bring you 4rmp 
! newce | darkneſs; and ic will be a righteome 
D.:::4 | for him fo co do, if you ghus jnſale + 
* J;ovg them. Fitty » and adore he 
"; 2 | ing kindneſs of God to you the ' 
. Cod | when you ſe thas all: his pre: 
, tha:; | are not io a wh. 

4: 


LY ES on IS o "4 . ac 0 


"Help to hy ron at all times 
F i” that.you know not how 
the time may-' *come, when you 


7 ay ſtand-in need _ 
- - _—_ ach darknef, 
A rels, are the lghe 
| ;Nhare are thoſe == on. _ 


dacy, boy under a ad 2 oy whils 
oy Ten canes We 
L z: ney cry aiter- tim, , bue he 
not. thew himſelf<o them, fo as to let 
them. end his love, and diſcern the 
{miles of his countenance to their conſo- 
Jncion : _ long waiting, & pray* 


_— - oy es many oy.s loogng 


kis.. reire oke into them, with 
which he rakes them glad; and cheig 
JTouls are, dantly fatisfhed wich it; 
2p th © Gale bee. "oe offer theſe coun 


x. Acknowledge that it is Gods free 
grace that, he comes at laſt. Account 
Your {elves well rewarded for all yous 
waiting z be ſo far--from murmur- 
lvg againſt him that he came no ſooner, 
$0 aimire at his frved. kindneſs 
ae he would come at all Let him 
wen bs evertaing | with all the Teſth 
monics 


oM#. » » _ hu 


- Piahired (an 
times: monies of an.heart.. rav 
t howſ Your, and a | 


doth 6 Keg As pd 


| into. den thow ba my. ſackcl 
rg = and par me with ..:.Þ 
onſo- A, Be. — PA » 
or ne 

hg | oo 4 poP Y 


in rs and dou 
with you. will look thac+ 


Naw... 
ount wk inuriouſty.you _ and liewy 
your | ted at the: rovidence. of : God, haw . 
nur- | wrongfully you ce tim: with fory- 7 
ner, | griting bis Covenant, dvd breaking his; Free... ; 
neſs | mus 3 how; wichous icalon you, . Fe 
hin Wor ' ſelves calt aways, and reful 
eſti» | 1&1 or comtort 3, how. _ din 
ne Tool Fin 


PIR « . —— ; « wut: Ba 


_ 
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you were, and ſhort ſpirited, in that yo$ 
Foul not wair renee of ſalvation . : eo 
the ormer 

up Sg frames. 


{You ho Nox hae expert the bicterneſs and 
gow po — por peg" 

Ve the 
and let your ſoul keep them. in, a 
brexce : there is an uſe to be made of 
them, and God expedts it £ you ; and 
what is it, but to caution you. how 
you carfy it afttrwards : and mare pe-. 
Ca let it adrmonil ”On to takg heed. 
of fich things. as.you haye. by ſuch 
vidences already fclt the AA : bo: 
fibly yau can remember” wine, is Was. 
that occaſioned they 1 . deſertiqfls, 
which you have felt; this rememe. 
brancs be a monitor to. you,*to ſtand: 
clear there, ta look, to, your. ſehr hes. _ 
a ſhecial circum; peaibn, that 
picate not. your Lives Into OR Eads folly 
afterward: if apyvem ptation, of this na- 
zure offer it {eVf, have this in a readineſs 
©9 quench it witha), this. hath . coſt me. 
$90 dear, ever to yield to it ag4in/ 

4 r ta teltify. your reſentment - 
of this kindoefs by ah anſwerablt holy. 
walking, . How holily ſhould they lirc 

eyor 


_—— OY 


into bls beoqggrin 6; bo fure'to | 
this happy a — efabliſh 


YViſcoveredand War 
Ever after, whom God 
the borrible ps i fe you —_— 
it God hath now- 
wm 


farh, and every grace. ' Think 
may comg. a ſpending time = 
how much it concerns you to 

ſtored againſb 'ir games, than formit 
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x06 HSptritual Defertions 
Conſider therefore, and ſuppoſe yo'd* 
goar God ſaying to you, as once he did 
£o.the Prophet, 1 King. 19. 7. ariſe and 
£48, becauſe the Fourney 15. tos great for thee. 
Now lay up experiences, now record the 
evidences which are clearly given 
you of his love to you, and the - confir- 
mations of your fafe and good eſtate ; 
that when other wieneſs fails, as it may, 
F* may have this to ſuppert you then, 
you _ thus to do, it will be no 
Fmall difa _— to you int a ſhock of 
deſertion, which you cannot tell how 
_ you may be afrch aſlauleed with- 


3- To ſuch as for the preſent, have. 
more than ordinary diſcoveries ot Chriſts . 
loye made unto them. There are ſuch 
E&ajons with-fome of his people, where- 
in he makes extraordinary viſics unto. 
chem, and beltows on them, not only 
comſiorting eſſurax;es, but repteres ; "they 
arc as it were cariiadl into the 7hird H-ar 
©#, and, made to fre ang hear things 
that cawnor be. witered ; and though the 
eranſport may be ſoon+. cycr, yet. the 

reffions of it -mgy remaig, and the 
cantinue under” the joyes of it: fo 


Sawny, with. the, Spouſe, "Cane, 2 33 447: 


A 


I NTT 
et” : 


w_-_ 


ſor 
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£24k bf 3 : be be * 
- is fruit was ſweet to my. taſs | brought 
ow 90 R the banqueting bgſe, pn bis beuner, 
= ' | ower me was lows, To fuch let. me givg 
= this counſel, . 
mel x Take heedof being proud of theſe. 
= viſits. Truly. chere is r to be exc 
it” | ceedingly glad of them ; Chri# doth 
© | cherein wonderfully iteft. his love to 
AY» | the Soul : but you have no reaſon-.to bg 


>, Day ned a 1 "Iz. 
| - 


—_—y 
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.. | fot under bis ſhadow wi at dels 4 


Fiigh minded on chis account : it is a free. 


favour, and. you ought to ſay, what am 
Of | 7. that he ſhould oh Arches ih a ſinful 
OW | worm? remember that theſe viſits are not 
ich- } your —_ repaſt ; you muſt have 
Jomerhing el e to live upon.. It may be 
a, you never had ſuch a treat from him bez 
rifts . ws quLermany you ſhall never meet wich 
uch | fuch another, till you corye tobe lodged 
er& | in liseverlaſtiog embraces: and if y 
ntO | begin to be. liſted up, there is a 
nly } ready to prick this bladder, as Paul had. | 
hey | tys for his prevention, 2.Cor. 12.7. _ 
oy 2, Expect that there is ſomie extrace-, 
0g | dittary” r Service or Tiyal near + + _ 
_ you. Gods Extreprdinary Viſits are ale, ©: 


ally co prepare us for Extreordinery 's 
| Ihe time when C6ri#-cook his. -** 


the n_ 
: {0 | Dilciples wich ble lee. ahe mocks gage t 
4-1: a licxle beforg. he was "pp bg jaken TA 
I bib DA . 7 
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x10 Syiritnal Delertions _ 
them, and they had hard Service to 
engage in. When Poul was to be pecus 
liarly afed in Chrif#s work, and expoſed 
to preater tryak than of the other 
dries , he had glorious viſions of Clri/*, 
It is good for the Children of God -to 
Rejozce with Fraor. Expe&t now to ba 
called into the field, and to have your 
graces proved: with great Temptations. 
Lay in then for it, and be fare to take 
down by faith, large draughts.- of theſe 
flaggons of conſolation, which may be 
for ſuitable ſupport nnder fuch tryals » 
and helping you wich reſolution to go 
threuzh them : this will be your beſt 
wiſdom, and ſo ſhall you be prepared 
for ſuch an, þour. 1 
4- To ſuch as are conduRed in & 
miacle way. Poflibly you have had no 
experience of the <xtraordinary raptures, 
and tranſporting joys that ſome can tell 
of ; and on the other hand, you have. 
not encountred thole diſtreſſing flunges, 
and diſmal dai kneſlzs, arifing trom guc- 
- yous Deſertions, which others allo have 
cryed out biuerly of ; but your way 1s 
ryore even ; you are nt without your 
fears, hut yet you can bope in Gous Grace, 
- ab encourage your. Souls to rruſt in 
s > 4 ee tym, 


44 


| | a lictle obſcure 


| qe part of Gods Children. 
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— Diſcovered and Kemedied, x17. 
Him, and Wait for bis Salvation. And if 
Fmetimes there be Tcloud chat doth 
a It is not long be- 
fore a ray breaks forth and ax you 
ight : and though you ſenſibly (abour 
of infirmities, yet you are kept from 


1 greet Trenſgreſion, and helped in the .. 


work of God which you are engaged in : 
and this is. likely the condition of the 


To 
ch then let me offer, 
x. Believe that God is infinitely wiſe 


| ig his conduRt.- Be fure that you main: 


tain adoring. thonghts of him : judgs 


'| therefore that this. is the beſt condition 
| for you. 


Beckon- that your father 


knows what is molt proper for every one - 


d | of his Children, and that his love ma- 


nageth all theſe concerns. Think, this is. 
the way in which he ſees meet to lgad 
me, and I believe it is the right woy a 


- | and how little cauſe you have to mur- 


mure that it is otherwiſe with ſome. 
Da not* ſay. that God. deals berrer 
with them than with you : what though 
you do not meet with their raptures ? 
cenſider-alfo that you are nat oppreſk 


| with their deſolate tr 


B hi ndnſing* hope: 
2, B; much in ſtabli | your 
| 7 | . __ ; Þ | God s 


ks 
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God hath given you.a good hope ; make 
- much of it, 'and be always fortifying of 
K, and take heed of expoſing it to be 
undermined : and, in ſpecial, beware of 
that temptation which is ſometimes urged 
to diſquiee and diſturb the minds of the 
Children of God, wiz. to queſtion. the 
| folidity of your hope, becauſe i you have 
not been entertained with choſe hor: 
raurs that others bave not met withal, 
nor. thoſe raviſhings ' which ſome talk 
of. Know then,that thoſe are.not eflen- 
tial, but atbitrary. Let your care be ta 
ſee that the roor of the matter .is in you, 
and chat your hope is. built upon the 
Grace of God in Chriſt, revealed in 
you, and. is ſuch an hope! as ſets you 
ngon the purſuis of Holineſs, —_— 
to,'s Job. 3. 3. He thet bath this hope im 
bun, purifiub bimſelf, as. be.js pure.. And 
leFthis eficourage you to be,very faith: 
ful in Serving ot God,. and. waiting to 
lee bis Salvation, p 
' 3: And It yqour fear produce the 
gfeater caution in you.; let not your fear. 
giftub and. weaken your. hope, boe 
facye it. Let It quicken your fpi: inal 
ateh, let ie mfaintaim in you an holy 
ae and Lergreace.. of Gov, and hclp 
« I, | > you - 


d. vSi.,f 
- 
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| Diſcovered and Kemedied: 173 
you to look the more carefully to your 


\ ways, leſt you ſhould fin, and! make you 
be | more forward and conftant in working 


out your own Salvation with fetr and trem- 
bling, Phil. 2. xa. Let it make you te 
ſhun all the ſnares that are in your way, 
and- help you in difcerning them, and 


| excite you to walk circumſpetth : remem- 


ber it is ſaid in Fob 28. 28. The fear of 
God, m__ wiſdom, and to depart from 
evil is fe 14 . 

2. To ſuch as » bour under fpiricual 
Defertions. And to fach it is that our 
Dofirim more direaly points ;- and be- 
cauſe it is a time wherein here are not 
a few who labour.under theſe in a gicat 


| meaſure, whoſe condition ſaith as he 


did, Fob 19. 21. Hove pit « 7 me, Ob 
wy friends, for the band of i Lord hath 
touched me, Let me apply this advice 


| diſtinaly co fuch : & chat wfy may be 


made more clearly co-purſne thi, give me 
I;ave toremove- ſomething one of the 


way.,to prevent the miſtakes which ſome ' 


may labour of, with reſpe& to their true 

and real condiciof; here chen, 46 
I. To ſuch as ſometimes *thought 

themſelves converted, but were miſtaken 


\ 


S/ 


| ia their apprebenſon- :-and now, they , * 


Ir4 Spiritual Defertiong 
find trouble, and call all in queſtion, anf 
ſuppoſe themſelyes deſerted : ſuch a caf 


than we gre aware of ; and is very haz 
.ardous. They have poflibly formerly 
" pretended to great confidence, but now 
they are in lear, Give me leave to lay 
out the caſe of thefe, and then offer them 
ſome counfel : for the diſcovery of ſuch, 
Tet theſe things be obſerved, 

x. There are thoſe that have had 
ſomething of a common work on them, 
every one hath a nature! Conſcience in 
bim, whoſe nature and office is -to re» 
fiet inward, and apply -praQiical truths 
to one ſelf, and this Conſcience is not at 
once brawned and feared; the Word & 
Ocdinances are accommodated to meet 
with mens Conſciences, to put them in 
fear, and make them. ſollicitous: and the 
. Spuit .ob God often comes in thele 
means under which men fit, and ſtrives, 
and gives them inward touches and a- 
wakenings, which puts them upon en- 
deavours. to get quiet $.and though natu- 
Tal corruption ſeeks to ſtifle ſuch mott- 
ons, and Civert them from them,, and fo 
. guench the Spirit : yet they cannot always 

lo do, but are. put upon it to. do —_ 


- > 
ro et a. - 


CO mumps” 24 


LOiſtovered and Ke 


ay 
thing that may bring t ace, 


g—_— in them/an hope that ie 
go well with them ; that chey arz 
reconciled unto God, and ſhall eſcaps 
his terrible indignation ; fo it was with | 
them, Jer. 33. 
2. But they have taken up ſhort of 2 
ood foundation : The work hath noe 
—_ carried through, bye hath ſtopped 
in the way, and they have reſted in 
ſomething elſe, before they have come 
over to. Chriſt, which hath prevented 
their coming : and this is a frequent de- 
| re] ceit. The conviction of fome leads 
uths| them to a Legal Reformation : they hawe 
X at] feen fome on their aRual ſins, and the 
d &fj Law that hath been broken by them, 
ueh fins 


fct u 
- t148, 

{..-2upon 
- —_ ; ke the fartheſt —— 
mel 7 Bar 18, 12, or poſlibly 
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276 Spiritual Defertians = 
trouble for ſin hath been mer with the 
general cff:r of pardon, upon beliging 
kn Ghrif, and they have entertained it 
with joy, as the ſony ground hearers are 

| cepreiemed, Mat. 13. 2ay they accept of 
the offer, and now they 'are ſecure : but 
they never knew the utter tmpotency to 
believe which they labour of: -never un- 
derſtood the erach-of that; Jo". 6. 44 Ne 
#148 can come unto me, except Phe father 
that bath ſert me draw lim ; an ſo they 
reſt in a taich of their own, and have not 
that which ts of rhe operation cf the ſpiris, 
being never humbled out of their own 
Suffct-ney and Soveraignty. 

-- 3+ Upon this they have chnnghe that 
much affiſtance and comfort have been 
afforded them ;- they have engaged in 
moral and religious duties, and been car- 
ried to and through them with a great 
deal of pleafure and cafe, and it hath 
greatly 'fatisfigd them ; 'and they have 
reckoned theſe for influences of grace; 

and joy: of the ſpirit ; by reafon whereof 

they have argued thetnſelves, to a ſt 
periwaſion and high* confidence that 
was well with them, and have. faid-co 
themſelves, as Ageg once did, the bicter;' 
was of heath jr v0 M | 


| op —_— — - INS n——_—_ 
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' x. This calls you ta "2B feivls 
o the bottom: the. caſy of: ſich hath 
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a new, and Ggging deep enough for it; 
2. If you have failed here, this is a 
merciful NR to you; Had God 
left you under theſe miſtakes, you world 
. have.gone on ſecurely, and dropt una- 
wares into perdition. God hath not de- 
ſerted You, but made your *Ialfe pes 
ke you, that fo you might m 
time ſeek a better ſecurity. This is the: 
way in which God is wont to bring 
proud lege:iſts, and carral Golpr!lers home 
to himfelf, God is OC from you, 
but coming to you theſe ars tho 
methods of the Holy Spirit * this is t!:6 
beſt ſign that God Path a purpole of. &» 
verlaſting lovg to you, is new Cas 
my & draw you home to himſelf : 
for he will drive that foul cat cf fclf, 
and its own righteouſneſs, which he wi 
ha.ve mercy upon and fave. But, . 
2. Our main buſineſs is with thoſe 
thas- have indeed the root of the mater 
in tliem ; have e principle of {aving 
Grace, and belong to Chrif, but are un: 
der Defercion And there are twottangs 
which I ſhall apply my Jelf unto in «c; 
ſe to theſe. L nn 
. 2. To dire& them how to catry it un- 


& Is 
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Diſcovered and Hemedjed x15 
2. To point .what is to be done to 
trelief under,& deliverance from them. 
r. For direion how to carry it under 
ſe Deſertions. Tere is a yighe beha- 
ifur which God expeRts of his Chib 
n, when he thus treats them : and ir 
for his honour, and our advantage, 
at we a wich it. And there ars 
ree t that I ſhall urge on this acs 
une, 
+ x. Be ſure to carry it hombly towards 
od. God expects it, -and is now put- 
g of this grace to the trial ; let iethen 
ye fts exerciſe, and ſeek to him for 
p herein, and for your guidance in it. 
1. Adore his Soveraignty: it may be 
ur dejeted and diſguiet minds; are 
ining ſtrange furmiz:s about che 
rovidence of God in this, & /eavered, 2s 
"6 was, in P/a 73. and 77. but know it; 
hoſe you cannot reſolve your ſclres in the. 
ater Puticular reaſon of it, this is enough to 
ce and fatisſy you, that it is of God, | 
ho can do no wrong, and is.not to be 
Sings tended with, Fob was brought to this, - 
1 te- Fore God had done with him : he was 
* Fady to fay, bebold, 1 am wile, Chap. | 
«wa; | 0 OY 19 es bas 
(WfD. ; 
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rzo Apitftual Deſextiong | 
2. Ackriowledge his Righteouſneſs : 
Poflibly you' may, pon Ls x ſee a 


ſuffigient reaſon Tor 
you ; yea, the parti provocation that 
ns ys ie: ” is enough 
ring- you to his foot, a ou up 
humble confeſſing his raffies ; and ny 
in his proceedings : this Devid aims at 
in our Context, werfe 6. by telling us how 
his was introduced, Put if you are at a 
foſs about che particular occafion, yet. 
you have always enough before you, if 
you are humble, to make you to fay, 
God had. reaſon enough to deal thus 
with me, and it is rich mercy, that 
he doth not always db fo. TS 
3: Beware of charging him wich pat- 
tiality. There is ag envy on this. ac- 
count, too apt to difcover it If; fuch as 
ws in Peter, when Chriſt had told him 


what trials he muſt encounter, is infquili- 
tive what moſt bejal the POW; Dies | 
for which he received a rebuke, 21; 
21, 22. hence _ſuch muſings are enter- 
tained : Why are theſe taken into fami- 


eferting of 


—_—. 


y— 


with him, and I muſt be aq, 
at a Liſtance? Why do they enjoy bis 
finifes, and I ſuffer his frowns ? +. take 


herd of pinning; Wb ſhoald your” tze Ki 


+ 3k . *_ 
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x o Wy. 
fs: wil; _" bore? is Lind, rf | "y 
e a |caled in queſtion, | 

of |or mult he ak your - nk nſel and 4 
that | how to carry it in his family ? ” 

' @® | 4. Call neicherhis ruth nor his. wildam 
in queſtion og this account., Say” p 


20N 
ity | how can he bring good to Fn. on, 
- a | this, or what advantage < can acer 
ow | by i ic 2 Say not, _ where is how, Fl ens 
t a | city of his word which he hatli 'aade my 
yet. | to hope in? ho is this the perfo 
if | of his promife ? 4kjs is pride - Remen 
Is j ber, His :bougbts are not as 20uy , 7 
hus | nor bis 2458 as your Waji, Is as as 7. 
hat | them as the beaven « 
. | Reſolve that he'lis he P:tter, and 
at- —_ and chat you will Iye vt 
ac” | ban | 
1 |. 2, Havea arc of raſtfy judy dg 
ind | own ſtats from hence. How really ane. 
if | che Children of God in 3 dar x  - 
ple, | caſt off their hope, & repeal their 
21: | Ces, atid Yote thetnſelves Hypoty AT: ? th 
er- | oght not £0 be, nor doh it fer) 
mt- uuty lyivg upon you <6 Qs 
ed | is mr to i& Ss Ro 0) ay 
ls es yTpr belfd' 
ike jen ii im, but that 5 take-the 2 
LEE 


_ 


, 


Ks. as * how cas 


be, tok!, and fay a Fob” 13, 1 
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&e ſlay me, I will put my truft in bim, Ard | 
the, 1/a. 8. 17. I will wait &n the Lord who 
bideth bis face, And for help, Confiler, 
 T. It is no new thing for Gods Chil- 
'Oren to be Deſerted. ovght not then 
to be a ſtrange thing to you, much leſs 
an argument that becauſe of this, you 
are nane of his Children. This ſtopt the 
P/almifts mouth, P/al. 73.15. If I ſay, 1 
will ſpeak has, 1 ſhculd offend again#t the 
| generation of thy Children. As to the more 
remiſs Deſeriions, ie may be ſaid co you, 
DS, x Cor..20. 13. There bath no temptation 
88ken you, but ſuch as is common to man. And 
af you combate wich ſuch as are more 
imenſe, and full of darkneſs, yet you ate 
not wichouc the inftances oi ſuch, who 
were very dear to God. There can 
then be no ſuch concluſion ſafety buik 
— argument : it cannot amount to 
2 Demonſtration, ſince this is one part 
of the way in which God lads his own 
to glory. 

2. There may be Grace where there 
lighe : It is ecue, a Child of God 
2 or read it, when the light is 
faken from him - but poſhbly he hath 


ae when he enjoyed tl:is lights and 
ive whhdcawing of it Hom him Goth 
| : OR : oy my 


. ——— ® 4 we 44D »<& C2. a OR 
| _ 0 0K ann 


Picovered and  I2J | 
4 fot make any alceration in" þ Rate, J 
nd | chough it doth In tis ſenſe of ic. This 
99 | theretore ought not to beat you off fromm 
hy. | Your former ex L calls you; 
"| rather more carefully to improve them,” 
WAKE he, Pſal. 77.10, 11. 1 will remember the 
©'S | years of the right hard of the moſt bigh, L 
will remember the works of the Lord, &re.' 
, 7] It Grace were gone, every time comfort. 
J» *| and aſſurance is obſcured, it would be 
{ad indeed ; but itis nothing fo ; your 
ſace is the 1amc, though your frame ba 
Us] altered. 
14 | 3- There ay be the evidence of true 
NC] Grace, where there is not the eridenca 
are | Of ſirong Grace : and reaſon good, for. 
there may be faith, though mot like 
AN Abraham, who againit boge, beluved is 
"ite | Pope, but like a grain ot muſtard feed. 
'Fhere are the Chataters ot real 
in i:s Joweſt atings; and there are the: 
notes of the ſtrong & vigorous a&i 
of it : and we are apt to apply our k 
i2 an hour'of temptation, to the latter, 
od | 2nd becauſe we find them not, we over- 
'” | took the former, and vote our felves tos © 
have none, becauſe we have it not un 
ſuch dcgrees, and bereby we greatly ig- 


zurs our f{flyes. ; 
oth =. a - F x 4- Go 
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+ ' May not be withdrawn as 
*Afiſtance, when he is fo -s to comtort : 
-and certaiuly this affords matter of en- 
Couragement in a dark time. Nay, it is 
to be obſerved, that ſometimes God gives 
More - powertul afliſtances at ſuch a time. 
{When Chr:i#F withdrew, as to ' comfort, 
from the Spouſe, Caxt, 5. yet never was 
her grace in fach yigour and' refolution 
as then, exprefling her (infuperable love 
'to him, her inſatiable deſire after him, 
and 'her uunconquerable refolution to 
follow him,iil ſhe had found bim agairr; 
Hor did ſhe -ever give a more gloriqus 


deſcription of him;thar. in that Deſertic9, 
'Verfe no. 


-3 Above all take heed of concludi 
your ſelves Reprobates. We obſerved, 
that ſometinfes the temptation may 
upto 2 readineſs thus to do, and” there- 
fore nccds to'be cauti-ned againſt,as a 
*hing very dangerous : and for prever: 
-tion, Conſider, : Pe. 

1. A Soul may apprehend neither life 
ror Wght, ant yer a root of Gtace bein 
Te. ough probably Grace isntver to- 
rally ſuſpended from: its aftivgs, yet they 
way be ſo taint, and the ſtirrings of che 


\Keſh ſo potgnt, and the withdrawings of 
'Þ = 


Diving 
i * 
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Difcovered and Hemediis. 15 
Divine light ſo great, that heqymay-not ba 
able to diſcern them, - ag. upon ftriaeſt 
enquiry find them ; and now he knows. 
nat what to make' of himſelf : but to- 
argue to the not ; being of Grace, fron 


.| ouc not diſcerning of it, is not Demonſtr #+, 


tive ; ic may be there, althgugh bectoud-. 
ed gs. to {your 'diſcerning. : Devid had 
then a rigbe ſpiris in him, when he ſought 
to have ſuch an one renewed, Pal, 5x4 
19, Andit it be there, your itats ixdate. 
2. Suppoſe you” nefer were Converty 
ed this doth not ſay that you never ſhall. 
rg yon ny 
not | avion U Olle 
There is Grace enough ako. — 
enough in ' the blood: of Chri##, powes 
enough in the Spirit of Grace, and an op- 
prong and price ſtill in your hands'z 
| that put caſe your. ſtate be as, you 
fear, x = caſo nog. deſperate. _; ; 
' 13. All che arguments chat Unbglief 8 
Satan furniſh you withal for this conclus 
ſion, arc precatiaus. Suppoſe you have 
made-a great profeffion in hypocriſy, yes 
Gad can take away that falls heart, 
give you a tzue one.: If you ha 
ginvings and loſt them; 
God uiters his choſen mapy- 
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26 Bpiritual Defertiong 
our grow convictions, and legal purpoſ 
once and again, and yet in his time | 
returns, and doth the wo:k effeQually 
what though you have lived a gre: 
while thus, yet it is not too late fo bo 
as God yet firives, and waies, & call 
as he doth : Nor is ic of force, that nov 
you find no diſpoſition in you, nor effica 
of means and endeavours, but * a 
> Ai to your apprehenſion to work con 
grary; &c 3ou think your ſelves to ſaken 
this may alſo be to break you off fron 
your ſelyes, and to 'make his grace thi 
more admirable. So that on ſupfoſitior 
that you were in fuch a condition, yet i 
& too much for you to conclude from 
thence, that you are undone for cver, 

Be then adviſed to take heed of ca 
ſting off the means, but reſolve to wa 
upon God in the conſtage and diligent 
uſe of them : and for that end, 

- x. Know that this s your duty and 
work. God hath commanded it you 
and you carnot negle& it without ſin. 
God, who hath appcinted the means 
of Grace, to advance our fatvation by, 
hath gommanded us to wait upon him 
in them. Conſcience of duty then ſhould 

make you alraid of negleQing them. 
2. Thare 


>| off. You 


| a 


"| Who knows if bs will turn, and regent 


| will bs an argument of a 


, _— h 


there is 4 


pr | hope is not cue 

nope ——byp 'l if Gol 
ſo argue, « 9. can te'l if Gel 
Jl os Z repin ? &c. and tbe ws] 
phet urgeth this on Gods profeſling peo- 
ple as an encouragement. Joel 2. 14. 


bebind him? to ba 


and | * ble 
F yo - agaiaſt is, are 


ſurs, all your realonin 


* | nothing bat the ſuggeftions of a mif- 
| giving heart, without any 


Scripture e- - 
vidence to confirm them ; for that pleads 
the quite contrary. 
3- Nay, this is the way to 

out of Deſertiow, and to 

under ie. God uw wont to fiir u 
his Children a reſolution to 
follaw hard after bim, in order 
gracious returning to them : 


Lok 


to ſay as Devid, Plal 63.8. my 


way that the Spouſe fo found 
loved again, Con. 5,& 6, 
2. Ler me now proceed to 


what 

is to be done to get relief under, & des 

liverance from _ Deſertions ; & _ 
= 4 4 { 


k - 
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Jet me premile, that thougl: Gods Sow 
$67 15 to. be acknowledged, and mul 
ſubmitted to, yet this" doth not di 
ge us from our duty, nor tell us th; 
It is vain for us to attend it: he hat] 
therefore told his peopke, in his word 
what he would have them to do at ſuc] 
times : and for direQion, | 
T. Withſtagd the Temptations whict 
'at ſich a time, would undermine you 
Pe. Hope us your life ; for '2e liv 
Sy Eepe, Rom. 8. 24 be tl;ctefore ver 
xender of it, and do not tarow it away 
or ſuffer your ſelves to be deprived of it. 
Take heed then of the ſuggeſtions offered 
to pne yor: from it; eſpecially, _ 
* TI. That never any Child of God wa: 
In your caſe. It is very diſcotzaging tc 
£* in an untrodven Wilderneſs, where 
£7e is no beaten path :. it i; thereſore 
Fac 4c enqutry, was therc ever any in 


Tt condi:ton as mine ts? ahd if we 
nk that we arc led in a way, whih 
Gcd doth not ufe to carry his own in,we 
ehereupon deſponJ. Bur this diſcourage: 
Ment oftentimes prevails upon us, for 
Want of right conſidera:ion. Whereas, 
if we would enquire imo the Word of 
God, we might tind our cafs there emi- 
M ocatly 
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Sove- 
1 muſt 
ot dif 
us that 
> hath 
word, 


t fuch 


which 
your 
e live 


very 


Ways 
of it; 
fered 


1 was 
ng ta 
vhere 
cſore 
ny in 
ft we 
vha;h 
n,we 
rage- 
, for 
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Diſtovered ad nemenÞ 12g 
nently exemplified : poſlibly 1t is a ver 
cnid_ry e, but that our ſhore f; ii 
do magnify it beyond all bounds 0 rea» 
ſon, and ſo put angther  aſpeR upon It's, 
Or ſuppoſe it a thing more rare and in- 
ſrequent ; yet it is not beyond the.pawer, 
and wiſdom of God to govern it. to his 
glory and our beſt gqgd. Fobs conditi-; 
on was ſuch in his time ; and that way 
it which amazed and miſled his end 
and drew them to hard cenfures of him 
but he reſolutely, maintains bis integrity, 
and reliance upon God. 

2. That God hides his face the farther- 


from them, the more they ſeck aftep, 


him. They rcad, and hear, and pray, 
and ponder, tut fil ir grows datker an 
darker « undec a'l ; an& from hence 


they inf-r that there is no hope ſor thens, . 


ever to find him again : and hath it nevi 

been thus beiſore ? ate 3ou. the fiiſt of 
Gods Children that have been _thus trea-. 
ted ? God in wifdom hatl: ſte bounds &. 


degrees to the Deſgtion; ard he knows . 


whu is moſt proper and profitable Sor: 
you,: but what have hols men been woge - 
to Co when it was ſo? [low death Dewit 
carry l.imfelf ?* Pſa 22 begin and res 
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af Lon 326 &i1g tude 
ope uitetly wait for t = 
vation of the rd : kr or do his pe 
le this encouragetnent at ſuch a f ne 
OE 29. 13. 1 brow the thoughts unph Som 
#0ws4rds you, [aith the Led, bts.o _ 
and not of evil, pong. =. an. ex 
3- That you ſeem to grow worſe - 
che Deſertion. You think that if God 
ba a love for you, and intended you 
good by it, tt.ere would ſome ſpiritual 
advantage accrue to you from it ; but all 
your Graces languuh, and your corrupti- 
ons gather _ under it; and no 
; Qoube, it may be fo to ſenſe, whiles God 
is preparing of you for the of this 
trial ; tbe peaceable fruits of: righteouſneſs, 
which are to be Freed thy , are to 
come &/terwards, Heb, 12. 12. P what a, 
fudden change there was with David in: 
this regard.P/.116.11,12 1 ſaid in my bafte, 
of men ara liars, What ſhal 1 render to tie. 
Lord for all bis ay towards me ! 


*2 Take heed of miſtaking thoſe tings 
T1cr Deſertiens, which ate not fo in them- 
fJelves. Gods Children are too apt to cei.-- 
ture him, and diſcourags themſelves in 
this regard, and fo create to themſelves 


Bet los 
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Pifcovered and 
needleſs trouble : and Satan Fe 
geſts to a miſgiving heart, that 
may perpkx him on this account: ! 
particular, i 

1. From outward affliiftions, if fome 

t outward trouble befal a Child ob 
od, hg preſently refers it co Gods any 
er, and by it he concludes that now hes 
Bids his face ; and as ſhe once ſaid to 
c_ Joh. 11. 21. 5f thou badff been bers 
other had net died; fo he concludes,' 

if God had been with him, this or that 
evil had not befallen him. It is true,' 
aVitions are ſome of Gods Reds, with 
which he is wont to* corre his people, 
P/a. 89. 32- and it becomes them now 


to make {earch into their own hearts and - 


carriage: howevgr, God often brings 
them tor trial exerciſe, fuch wera 
t _ Fob-met wichal, Chap. 1. nor. 
are 


correRions deſertions, but the 


ckar diſcoveries of Gods fidclicy: he 


cherefcre could ſay, Pſal: r19. 95. 1 known 
that in faithfulneſs thou haſt efflifted me. 

2. From ſtronger eemprations. Gedi 
ſometimes brings temptations that carry” 
more force in them than ordinary, and 
we are wofully aff; ulked by them : it mays 
be they are any and complicate, and 
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now we ſay, that he is withdrawn : but 
this may be a miſtake too : it God fſuf- 
Jers us to be tempted, and then leaves us 
&o our ſelves, it is then indecd a Deſertion, 
as it was with Fezekiah, 2 Chron. 32. 31. 
who being ſo left, fell into that - which 
procured Gods diſpleaſure : but if God 
gerify that to his people, x Cor, Io. 13. 
with every temptation be make a way to 
eſcape, that we- may be able to bear it, It is 
mot a Deſertion : if he gives us grace to 
refifh, and not to give way, it is a precious 
#rial, and fo.to bs acknowledged, 1 Per. 
1. 6, 7. Chris himſelf was very fiercely 
tempted by the Devil, Mat. 4. begin. but 
he was not deſerted in it. What though 
'you hare great fightings, yet if you come 
Of Conquerors, and mwve taan ſo, will yau 
tay that you have been dzſeried? or it 
at preſerit you can ſay as he, Pg. 118. 
33. thou haſt thru ſore at me that I might 


; fail, but the Lor. belfcd me. 


% 


3. From greater diſcoveries of their 
Own corrupt :ns, and frailtics : ic 1s an 
uſiai comp!aſhe, I grow weaker in duty, 
LU ſind fo much Ceadneks, wandring, un: 
bclief, lo many vain thoughts croudi'g 
in, more than ever, that mzt' jaks, 
Liltcadl of growing, F am witheiing ; 


ad if GOD were with me, would 


ecu au cot 0 


grows more in ſpiritual-duties, he will 


them: when 


Sviritual 
it be oF conſider., as | 


more of his own v1 | 
he did them more pegfunRorily,he found 
leſs of that ; for the more there is of the. 
Spirit, the more there will be diſcovered 
of the luftings of tho fleſh, Gal. 5,17. 

3- Endeavour to put beſt 
tation on the Deſer:ion. We oblerved 
that- God over hath gracious deſigns in 
the bottom, reſpeRing his Childrens & 
it b2cometh us to think ſo, and accord- 
ingly to-reduce all to ſuch things as may, 
encourage us. Here, 

I. Enquire what was the cauſe of it 5 
uſually when God hiderh his face, if we 


by, 


were- obſervant, we might underſtand 
| how ir came about; and that will help - 
us much in our judging of it Dewd 


tells us how his came about, Comext, or, 


6. and the Spouſe declareih how is was - 


wi:l: her, Cant. 5. begin. by this. enqui 

we may COme to by ſa'vfied dn _ —_ 
there was of our meeting with ſuch a wi: 
al, and the fidelity and care of God in 
orcering it to be fo, and this will help 
us greatly, to bear i ſuitably, and to fay 
as the Church, Mic, 7. 9. 1 wil bear the 


- wb - $6. 


mdignation of the Lord, becagſe 1 bave fry 
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2. From the occaſion learn to acknow* 
tedge the Righteouincis ot God, Let it 
ftop murmuiings, & hacd charges woich 
are the moſt dangerous temprations un- 


der Deſertions , the P/aimiff reſolutely 


maintains that ander the moſt diſmal 
withdrawing, Pfe!. 22.13. nevertbeleſs :hou 
ert- boly, When we can juftily God in 
his dealings with ns, ' that very frame 
will help us co a more believing waiting 
upon him ; it we yut off our controver- 
fy with God, & lay aſide all our prejudi- 
ces at him, we ſhall he the better per- 
fwadcd to wait for him. 

3- Obſerve the opcration of the Deſer- 
ti9 ; and be fure to do it, noe only in 
this or chac circumſtance, or paſſage of 
ic, but in the whole tract of Gods mana- 
ging ot ic; if thus you do, you will find 
enough to humble you in your ſelves, 
and make you aſhamed of the many vio- 
tent efforts of ſin and unbeliet which you 
have laboured of : Let it help to mortily 
every carnal luſt, & abaſe you the more, 
and bring you. to take the greater heed 
to your ſelves: let it wean you from the 
world, and make you mcre tcavenly 
in your converſation : and if this be the 
operation, you may thereby diſcover Mac 
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Oifcovered and Kemedied. T3F 
there is the carrying on of the great de- 
fgn in you,and chatGod is ſtill leading of 
ou to hen, though'in the dark ; an 
f for ſome ng? A gr —_ che. 
operation to.be any whit this w ree- 
Gn of the confuſion & diftraRion there. 
is in you, yet waic for it ; and when 

GU od thing thereof, be fare 40 
Cs as an earneſt of his retarning- 
_ ſhorty unto you. . 

- 4- Negle@ not your former experiety- 
ces 3 it is too-ufual a thing for the Chil- 
dren of God, when an hour of Deſertios. 
comes, to abdicats all chat.exer went be- 
fore ; time was when they tl they 
had ſweet communion with God, their 
hearts were greatly raifed, their graces 
were mads lively, and'the ſeals of Gods 
love wers legible :' but now he is 
withdrawn, they preſently cry out, all 
that was before, was but a dream ' 
were no ſuch things ia reality. Where- 
as. we ſhall find, that holy men _ 
Qiſed otherwiſe at. ſuch times ; and 
they were in the dark never fo much, 
yet they would call over former tranfae- 
tions between God and them, and ſtay 
themſelves thereby, ſo we obſerved Das 
vis doth, Pſal. 77. 10, and fo do you.. 
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od will tometimes bring his people t6 
bve on the ſtock, and they ought to. be 
glad and thankful chat they have one ; 
and to help you in this, take theſe. con- 
cluſions, 

1. He-that is once a. Child of God is 
ever fo. Adoption is one of the wnrepes- 
$801 gifts of God. Effeftual Wocation flows 
from his everlaſting love, Jer. 3x, 3. and 
therefore it will certainly abide in its cf- 
ficacy to everlalling : if then you once 
truly knew your ſelves to bz the Children 
of God ; the thing, is cortain and un- 
changeable, Why then ſhould you 
change your thpughts, a'though there 
be changes in Providence, which are to 
be expected, and therefore can h2 no 
contradiaton to the tiuth an which 
your liope is built, | 

2. If your cvidence. were once tri:c, 
it is fo ftill and this follows from. thc for- 
mer:a belicverscvidence i from the rhings 
that accompany (alvaticn ; and that con: 
conitancy is infeparabl:: if ever zau 
had ical communion wich God, ai.d 
Participated in his Grace, it. was a 
witne:(s of your good eſtate: and tho' 
the ſcenes be now turned, ycr it woll 
bs a. wulfi for 616", that. G:d came 

a 
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and ſraled the Covenant with your 
ſouls: and tho!:gh he doth not do & 
now afref, y:t he did it then; andif 
he loved you then; he toveth you ftilf, 
Joln 13 1.. Having loved bis on 
which w-re iu the world, be loved them 
fo the end: And this will prove it. 

3. That this change in Providence, 
hath made no change in Gcd, - God 
ſaith to deſerted Jacob, Mat. 3.6, 1 am 
God, 1 change not, therefore ye ſons of Fa- 
cob are not conſumed : he hath reaſons in 
che manazgement of his Kingdom of 
Grace in you, to alter his Cifpenſations, 
but he is ſtill drivigg on the ſame deſign, 
he intends one” thing, both in his mant- 
feſtations and hidings of himſelf, and 
that #s to bring yu to glory, 


5. Stiialy oblerve, whether there be © © 


no weak ſtirrings of Faith and Repen- 
tance, notwithſtanding the Defertiom 3 
you = Cifcern this leaſt _ 
of any Grace, it reatly ' 
you, Lo ic Bren __ Bd 
yur father, and will not forfake- you, 
Hz-re then, . 
1. Do you indeed mif$s him, and are 
yuu grieved at it? It is a token of Grace 
in the heir, that we arg ſenſible of his. 
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Spiritual retirin;s from us, eſpecially; 

_ with this ſenſe we are forrowtuyl 
it, and cannot bear it without birter- 

neſs ; So it was with the Spruſe, Cant. g.4. 

Ay s were moved for him. 

2. Is your unbelief a. burden to you ? 
you find ir very ſtrong and overbearing, 
and. it is roo hard for you : you cannot 
perſwade your miſgiving hearts to refulve 
to truſt in him, bur you ſink, and are 
ceft down : but this is very. diſpleafing to 

ou z and you wiſh that you could be- 
ieve, and condegan your ſelves for your 
irregular diſconten's, and ſay as, Pſal.42. 
wit, Why art thu caſt down, O my ſoul,and 
why #rt thou diſquieteÞ* mwe ? and Pſal. 
73- 22. So fobliſh was I, and ignorant, &c, 

3- Are there not in you teltleſs long- 
ings for Chriſt ? you are afraid whether 
he will come any more to you, but there 
are in you craving deſices after him ; 
your Soul cannot relt in this condition ; 
nothing can content you whiles he 15 
wichdrawn, there Is neither perſon nor 
thing that can fill up his room, or be to 
you in his ſtzad: you can fay as he, 
Pal. 751. 25. Whom bave | in beaven but 
thee ? and there is nothing on earth that | 


dfire in compariſon of thee. And as, 77a. 
> Ws - 


I 
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th 
is in you is burdenſo:ne, and you hate 
it, and are vile in your ewn'eyes by rea- 
fon of ir, Can you yy as he ? Row. 7, 
15. What I wonld, 1 do wt, and what 1 
bate that ds |, . 

5. Do you not find fomething in yoe 
that reſiſts chis undelief ? would you 
not ſain, if you dared, out as he, 
M48'th, 9 24. I believe, Lord belp mine an» 
belief ? Would you not give a world, if 
you bad jr, "that vou could eruſt in him, 
and wait for him ? Somethirg in yoga 
that when you are ready to give up all 
for gone, will not ſuffer you, bne give 
you fome check ? and what is this bur, 
at leaſt, ſome faint ſtirring of taith ; an 
ceife& of ie, though under grievous op! 
prefiton 2 

6. Are there no cryes and looks un- 
der this preſſure ? though you are over» 
whelmed, and look this and that way, 
and fce no relicf, yet you call and ay. 
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and caſt a look towards God, as he, Pſal, 
T42. 3,4, 5- When my ſpirit was over- 
wheimed in me, &&C. I cryed wnto thee, O 
Lord ' and ſaid, thou art my refuge, aud my 
portion in the land of the living, You are 
juſt ready to draw up deſperate conclus 
ſions, but yet you rcſolve as he, Fonab 
2. 4. 14:1 look once wore toward thine boly 
Temple, You doubt that ic is in vain, 
yet you cannot but groan after it: and 
15 not this from the Sririt, who belps our 
infirmities, and ſupplies us with groans that 


'' Carnmnit be uttered ? Row. 8. 26, 


7. Nay, what is the bi:terneſs it ſelf 
that you labour of 2? What makes you ſo 
diſquiet ? why can you not fit ftifl and 
be content ? it is not becaufs of his ab- 
fence ? becauſe you cannot ee bim a: ycu 
hove ſeen tim, is it not the wait of his 
company ? and if te ſhould come again, 
would you not be ſctisfycd ? would not 
that 'make up all ? it it be lo, ſurely you 
have kpown what it is to walk in the 
light of his countenance, and that an 
unconverted Soul never did. 

8. Are there no:, now and then, ſom: 
beams of light let in, tkough foon gone 
agiin ? in darkneſs, there is ſome lig bt : 
ſomctimes you lixddenly .cry out, m2 

Lord, 


- I 
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Diſcovered and KRemedicd, 157 
Lord, and my God : Some promiſe, foams 
encouragement darts in, and lifts up 

ou head atove water : but becauſe it 
13 t a'!fient, and you are preſently {;nk 
wi'h another wave, you think it a de- 
tufion ; whereas indeed it is a gracious 
reſpic given you, 'to rake a little breath, ; 
and fo you ought to iriterprer it. | 
7. Encourage your ſelves by the Ware 
of God, now to go to him, and wait 
upon him, This 1s the advice given to 
ſuch as /; in darkneſs, aull ſee no light, 
J/a. 5o 10, If you catnot apply a Fro 
wife, fo as to challenge an intereſt in 
ze, yet take holu of an Attrivte, G 
hach proclaimed his name to us for our 
encourag ment : Every Atttibute of his 
is an hand'e which we ſhould lay hold 
on, and fuppart our felves by : read the 
in what 1:izers he hatin proclaimed his 
name, Ex:d 34 6,-. And do you maks 
ue of all. Iti: p {bl that a truly gr3 
clous Soul may be in ſo great darkneſs, 
as not to he ablz io diſcern himſelf from 
one that hah no grace,; and to ſygh 
God offers his Nime for their relief vn- 
der d:\:ondency, and for help, learn ; 
1. That 1 you never were Convert- 
ed, yet you miy be, Here is futficietie 
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to ſupport you againit the deſperate 
concluſion, He hath power enough to 
do it, for he is the Lord, Gods he hath 
mercy cnough to do it, for he is 4ſer- 
Cift} and Gracious : he may do # though 
you have long withſtood him, for he is 


long ſuffering, there is nothing here to 
be objected, but what may be fully an- 
{wered in his name. 

2. Thert is enough in theſe Attributes 
to nouriſh hope in you, for; 

r. He isa God that «c/ights in mercy. 
Not oily can he be rmercitul, but it is 
that in which he taketh great pleaſure. 
All che contrivances of mans Salvation, 
which are recorded in his Word, are a 
witneſs for this : and he is fo recorded, 
Hliceb 77. 18. He deligbreth in mercy, 

2. He is able to -deliver you. This 
was an encouragement to the poor Leper 
to come unto him, Alath. 8. 2. . he 
wilt, theu canſt make me clean. And this 
it that which our Saviour enquired of 
them, Chap. 9. 28. Belicve you that 1 am 
able to do thus for you. We ſhould excrt 
faich in his power, and that ſhould carry 
us to him,becauſe,though he isSovereign, 
et we are aſſured that he who is able 

— —c Þ.- 
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| Diſcovered and Kemedied. 143 
rel 2. Jclus Chritt hath purchaſed Salva 
tion, He hath paid the price of it ; He 
hath made himſclt. an cering for it; 
it was the very bufineſs that he came into 
the world for : and Coubtlefs he cannot 
but be willing to afford ic to ſuch as 
wait upon him for it ; He is not willin 
' AN [to loſe his labour, but would have a 
that hear of it, to come to him for it, 
utes | nd he hath ſaid, that /uch «s do come 
be will in m2 wiſe caff out, Fob. 6. 37. \ 
KICY*| 4 He is ſtill ſtanging before you, and 
offering you His Salvation. You cry out, 
*[heis gone; but though he be fo as to 
your apprehenſion ot h's com'orts and 
ed aſfurances, yer he is waiting to be gracions ; 
<C|[yea he is ſtriving with you, and bidding 


: d why ſhould you 
This Y, there is no bo , | 


PST] 5. The SpiricVt God is ready to help 
. 1you. If you do but ark bv», he is ready 
1 of} 19 come, Lu* 11.13. Your beavenly father 
Ol thall give tbe toly Spirit ro thens that aik 
bim 5 Why thoull you fink und=c the 
appreheniian ol your own inabiliry 40 
come or look ? is the & but a groan after 
ate him? he hears and underitancs ic. 
| 6 God can wondcttully glority him- 
KIt in this way, You ſay, how Gan it 


'08 to Look tro bir ; 
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144 Spivitual Doſertions 

bz that ho ſhould regard ſuch an one 
3s I, who have been fo deceitful & vile, 
and ſinned againſt his Grace, diſfemt1-d 
with tim ? know it, he can gloriiy bis 
Grace, by every of theſe circumflances 
that you aggravate your folly by. Sup- 
poſe therefore, if you will needs have it 
to be ſo, that you have been deceived, 
and dare not lay claim to. the promiſe, 
yet here is cnough .in his Name to help 
you to ſeek and wait for him. 

2. Reſolve then to adventure your 
Telves upon God. Run into his Name 
you are encouraged fo to do, Prov. 18, 
x0. The Name of the Lurd is a frong rower, 
the rightrow rurneth into ut, and «: ſafe, 
And therctore if you find ſuch reſolutions 


ſtircing inpy, nowilh and proſecute 
- them. Thus, by Ws Faith and 


Repemance,. you race alliſting, 
recover. the. light of Gods countenance, 
ve zoeur mourn"? turned into dances 


and ba 

| Fj ap ſackcleth jha'. be put off, and you 
ve 
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£# ded wich glauneſs. 
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